
I rise to occupy a few moments of time 
this morning, as we have opened our 
Conference by the dedication prayer, for 
we will spend the remainder of the fore-
noon in speaking. I desire to offer my own 
reflections upon this interesting occasion, 
but whether they may be strictly appropri-
ate or not, will, of course, be left for you 
to judge.

We have assembled together in this com-
fortable and commodious building in peace, 
and are we not led to exclaim who could 
have fathomed, who could have understood 
the ways of the Lord, which are higher 
than man’s ways, as heaven is higher than 
the earth? We can now calmly reflect upon 
the experience of our past lives, and those 
minds that are opened to receive light and 
truth, that can behold the manifestations 
of the Lord, can at once see that He has 
done that which we could not have accom-
plished by our own power, and that directly 
behind (to all human appearance) a frown-
ing Providence oftentimes are concealed the 
greatest blessings that mankind can desire. 
It teaches us to trust in the Lord, to have 
confidence in our God. It teaches us abso-
lutely that we need never undertake to guide 
the ship of Zion, or dictate, by our own wis-
dom, to the kingdom of God on the earth. 
It teaches us definitely and emphatically that 
the Lord Almighty can do His own work, 
and no power of man can stay the potency 
of His wonder-working hand. Men may

presume to dictate to the Lord; they come 
to naught, but His work moves steadily 
forward. Many who have left this Church 
have tried the experiment of building up 
the kingdom of God by their learning, 
saying, “When we have established our 
Church it will then be the kingdom of the 
Lord.” They have laid their subtle plans, 
have marked out their ground, pointed out 
their own path, have firmly (as they sup-
posed) set their stakes, commanding their 
proselytes not to turn to the right hand 
nor to the left, from the course marked out 
by them, but in every case has the Lord 
overthrown their plans, and thwarted all 
their designs. When the Lord works, no 
man can hinder, while those who feel will-
ing to hearken to His words work with 
Him; and when He says, “Be still,” they 
are subject; when He dictates, they cease to 
direct; when He directs, they are willing to 
do His commandments, He bestows bless-
ings on their labors, His work prospers in 
their hands, His kingdom moves onward 
with a steady and unwavering progress, the 
honest in heart are blessed, and the whole 
is in a state of continual and rapid in-
crease. Then let the world and the enemies 
of Christ and His kingdom that are upon 
earth and in hell, do their worst, it matters 
not, the work of the Lord is still onward 
and prosperous in His hands.

It is a great privilege which we  
enjoy this morning of assembling our-
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