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work, to amalgamate our feelings in one,

and nourish the all-powerful principle of

union, all feeling a general interest for

the public welfare.

As President Young has said, this is

the household of faith, this is his house,

and this is his people, and he is our

leader, our Governor, he is our Prophet,

and he is our Priest. As I have said

in other places and in other meetings,

when speaking to the Elders, when they

are sent from this place, they are sent

forth by the shepherd that God has sta-

tioned here; he is the head shepherd that

is visible on earth, under the direction

of Joseph, and he sends forth the El-

ders as shepherds to gather up the lost

sheep of the house of Israel, and bring

them home to put them into the fold. I

have said that you have no business to

make a selection of any of these sheep,

or to make a choice of them, or make

any covenant with them, until they are

brought home and placed in the fold, and

then if you want a sheep or two, ask the

shepherd for them, and if you choose a

sheep without taking this course you will

get your fingers burnt. Why? Because

they are his sheep—mark it. How would

you like it, were I to go and take one

of your sheep without permission, would

you ever think of such a thing? One is

just as right as the other. You will learn

these things by and by. I would rather

have my head laid upon a block, and sev-

ered from my shoulders, than ever make

a proposal to any woman living upon the

earth and marry her, unless I had per-

mission from the chief shepherd. That

tells it. I do not know that you can all

understandme, but those who have their

eyes open understand it. I only hint at

these things, that you may be careful of

the course you take.

Well, then, he that will not provide

for his own household is worse than

an infidel, and hath denied the faith.

If this is brother Brigham's household,

I belong to him, and it is my house-

hold. Well, then, provide for it, provide

for Israel first, and when they have got

enough, then let others have it. Do not

let others have the bread until Israel, the

household of faith, are provided for. Do

you understand it, brethren? If you do,

say aye. [Aye.] All say aye for Israel.

Now we are going to stick together.

Those that have come in here are like

clay brought from different parts of the

earth—it is taken out of the bank and

thrown into the mill, and the mill has

been grinding it until it has become pli-

able and passive; then we send out the

Elders to bring in a fresh supply of new

clay, and it is thrown into the mill, where

it has to become passive, and thus the

mill keeps grinding and grinding, and

mixing that which is thrown into it. As

soon as you are passive others come in.

It keeps us thrashing all the time.

The reapers go forth, and bind up the

wheat and draw it in, and thus we keep

throwing in new wheat all the time, and

we shall never get the floor empty, but

we must thrash and thrash until we

are worn out, and others will come up

and continue it. Did you ever see them

thrash in country towns in England? It

is something like that. We are passing

through the mill, and we have got to be

thrashed and cleaned up, and the chaff

has to be separated from the wheat in

passing it through the fanners. There

are three ends to this mill in the moun-

tains, where the chaff goes out. Brother

Brigham does not grind any in his mill,

without first passing it through the smut

machine; so we have got to pass through

the smut mill, before we are fit to be

thrown into the hopper to be ground.

We must be passive as clay in the

hands of the potter. The potter takes

the passive clay, and molds it into


