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did you hear read, last April Conference?

That there were 48,000 dollars owing to

the tithing office; yet do you try to pay

that debt? No, but the word is, "Brother

Brigham, trust me another thousand;"

and you never will pay it on the face of

the earth, and you think me rather hard

because I scold you. These are the diffi-

culties that are here among us.

There exists a double spirit, there is

a false, hypocritical spirit in many of the

people; it is bred in the flesh, and in the

bones, it is received from their fathers

and mothers, a hypocritical pretension

to friendship, when the real thing itself

does not exist in them, and never did;

but they are destitute of the true knowl-

edge of the principles of righteousness. I

have frequently thought it was not good

for a man to have around him too many

friends. I have said to my brethren,

heretofore, "Don't love me quite so well

as to take away all I have got. I want

you to love me pretty well, I have plenty

of flour now, and scores and scores of tons

I can distribute, but do not take my soul

out of me, do not love me quite to death.

I am willing to be loved sincerely, but

covet not that which I possess, under a

false pretension of love to me." There is

that spirit among this people, but it is for

want of knowledge, and a proper under-

standing. Did they possess these, there

would be no difficulty in the case.

Now, for instance, a great many in-

quire, saying, "Why does not our Church

keep a store here?" Many can answer

that question, who have lived here for

some years past; and you who make such

an inquiry, would have known the rea-

son, had you also lived here. You that

have lived in Nauvoo, in Missouri, in

Kirtland, Ohio, can you assign a reason

why Joseph could not keep a store, and

be a merchant? Let me just give you

a few reasons, and there are men here

who know how matters went in those

days. Joseph goes to New York and buys

20,000 dollars' worth of goods, comes

into Kirtland and commences to trade.

In comes one of the brethren, "Brother

Joseph, let me have a frock pattern for

my wife." What if Joseph says, "No, I

cannot without the money." The conse-

quence would be, "He is no Prophet,"

says James. Pretty soon Thomas walks

in. "Brother Joseph, will you trust me

for a pair of boots?" "No, I cannot let

them go without the money." "Well," says

Thomas, "Brother Joseph is no Prophet;

I have found that out, and I am glad of

it." After awhile, in comes Bill and sis-

ter Susan. Says Bill, "Brother Joseph, I

want a shawl, I have not got the money,

but I wish you to trust me a week or a

fortnight." Well, brother Joseph thinks

the others have gone and apostatized,

and he don't know but these goods will

make the whole Church do the same, so

he lets Bill have a shawl. Bill walks

off with it and meets a brother. "Well,"

says he, "what do you think of brother

Joseph?" "O he is a first-rate man, and I

fully believe he is a Prophet. See here,

he has trusted me this shawl." Richard

says, "I think I will go down and see if he

won't trust me some." In walks Richard,

"Brother Joseph, I want to trade about

20 dollars." "Well," says Joseph, "these

goods will make the people apostatize; so

over they go, they are of less value than

the people." Richard gets his goods. An-

other comes in the same way to make a

trade of 25 dollars, and so it goes. Joseph

was a first-rate fellow with them all the

time, provided he never would ask them

to pay him. In this way it is easy for us

to trade away a first-rate store of goods,

and be in debt for them.

And so you may trace it down

through the history of this people.

If any brethren came into the midst

of them as merchants, I never knew


