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Being a chemist in theory, I should say,

according to my mind, when the San

Pete rock is washed into the Jordan, the

other buildings will still be standing, and

be in moderate condition. The red sand-

stone will go the next, and the other two

still remain, the bastard marble or lime-

stone will be in pretty good preservation;

and when that is all decomposed and

washed away into the Jordan, you will

find that temple which is built of mud or

adobies, as some call them, still remains,

and in better condition than at the first

day it was built.

You may ask any practical chemist,

any man who knows, understands, and

studies the elements, and he will corrob-

orate these statements. This is a mat-

ter I want you to look at, to think and

meditate upon. I do not talk about the

expense of the building, and the time it

would take to erect it, but its durability,

and which is the best material within our

reach to build it with. If you take this

clay, which is to be found in abundance

on these bottom lands, and mix with it

these pebble rocks, and make adobies of

the compound, it will petrify in the wall

and become a solid rock in five hundred

years, so as to be fit to cut into millstones

to grind flour, while the other materials

I have mentioned will have decomposed,

and gone back to their native elements.

I am chemist enough to know that much.

My simple philosophy is this. The ele-

ments of which this terra firma is com-

posed, are every moment either compos-

ing or decomposing. They commence to

organize or to compose, and continue to

grow until they arrive at their zenith of

perfection, and then they begin to de-

compose. When you find a rock that

has arrived at its greatest perfection,

you may know that the work of decay-

ing has begun. Let the practical chemist

make his observations upon a portion of

the matter of which this earth is com-

posed; and he will find, that just as quick

as it is at its perfection, that very instant

it begins to decompose. We have proof

of this. Go into Egypt, for instance, and

you will find the monuments, towers,

and pyramids, that were erected in the

days of Joseph, and before he was sold

into Egypt; they were built of what we

call adobies, clay mixed up with straw;

these fabrics, which have excited inter-

est for so many ages, and are the won-

der of modern nations, were built of this

raw material. They have bid defiance to

the wear of ages, and they still remain.

But you cannot find a stone column that

was reared in those times, for they are

all decayed. Here we have actual proof

that the matter which is the furthest ad-

vanced to a state of perfection, is the first

to decompose, and go back into its native

element, at which point it begins to be or-

ganized again, it begins to congeal, pet-

rify, and harden into rock, which grows

like a tree, but not so perceptibly.

Gold and silver grow, and so does ev-

ery other kind of metal, the same as the

hair upon my head, or the wheat in the

field; they do not grow as fast, but they

are all the time composing or decompos-

ing. So much, then, for my views touch-

ing the material to be used in building a

Temple upon this block. You may go to

San Pete and get stone for it, and when

five hundred years have elapsed you will

not find a building. You may build of

that red sandstone, and it will live out

the San Pete rock, and the limestone will

outlive that. But when you come to the

adobies, they will outlive either of them,

and be five hundred years better than

the day they were first laid. This is a

pretty strong argument in favor of a mud

building.

How long has the city of Washing-

ton been built? What was there be-

fore my father entered into the revo-


