
lutionary war? Where was the Capitol 
then? It was in Philadelphia sixty years 
ago, there was no such thing as a Capitol 
in Washington. Let me ask a question—is 
it built of rock? I never was there. [Voice, 
“Yes.”] It is built of rock. The House of 
Representatives was rebuilt in 1812, not 
more than forty years ago. Would any of 
you that have not been there, suppose that 
it would need patching up already to make 
it comfortable for the representatives of 
the nation? This, however, is the case, for 
within ten years past eighty thousand tons 
of putty have been used to putty up the 
places where the stone has decayed by the 
operation of the elements, and it has not 
yet been built forty years. I mention this, 
because I wish the Conference to know 
what they are doing when they commence 
to build a temple of stone. As for myself, I 
know enough about rock. If a man should 
undertake to put me up a stone house, I 
should wish him to build it of adobies in-
stead, and then I should have a good house. 
We are talking about building one for the 
community, and I mention this about the 
Capitol to show you that the rock does not 
endure; the moment it becomes as hard as 
it is ever going to be, that moment it begins 
to decay. It may be a slow process in grow-
ing, or decomposing, yet it is doing the one 
or the other continually.

I have my own individual thoughts, of 
course, and these I express with regard to the 
temple. According to my present views, there 
is not marble in these mountains, or stone of 
any kind or quality, that I would rather have 
a building made of than adobies. As for the 
durability of such a building, the longer it 
stands the better it becomes; if it stands five 
thousand years, it increases in its strength 
until it comes to its highest perfection, be-

fore it begins to decay. What do our 
“Mormon” boys say about trying to dig 
into one of those old Catholic cathedrals 
that are now standing in California? They 
say they might as well have undertaken to 
dig through the most solid rock you ever 
saw, as to dig through those adobie walls. 
Do you think they are decaying and fall-
ing down? No, they are growing better 
all the time, and so it is with the houses 
we live in. If they have good foundations, 
these houses that we live in will be better 
when they have stood fifty years than they 
are at this day. I will not say that it is so 
with a stone house, or with a brick house; 
for when you burn the clay to make brick, 
you destroy the life of it, it may last many 
years, but if the life is permitted to remain 
in it, it will last until it has become rock, 
and then begin to decay.

As for the temple, I will give you the 
nature of your vote with regard to it—the 
sum of it was, that those that dictate the 
building of it be left to do with it as they 
please. They will, anyhow. But I give it as 
my opinion that adobies are the best article 
to build it of. I do not fear the expense, 
neither do I care what you build it of; only 
when it is built, I want it to stand, and not 
fall down and decay in twenty or thirty 
years, like brother Taylor’s one would, 
that he was giving an exposition of; “that 
when we go within the veil into the heav-
enly world, we need not be ashamed of it, 
but when we look down upon it, it will 
be of solid rock:” but if it is built of San 
Pete rock, when he looks down to see it he  
will find it aint there, but it is gone, washed 
into the Jordan. It cannot remain, it must 
decay.

May the Lord bless you. Amen.
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