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It is not he that can play the best

game at checkers, that can take the most

advantage of his neighbor, that can grasp

the most earthly good, or that can put

himself in possession of anything his

heart desires pertaining to time, that is

the most happy; but it is he who does

that which will last, live, and continue

to abide with him while "immortality

endures," and still be on the increase

worlds without end.

If we can possess principles of this

kind, then we are safe, everything else

amounts to an illusion or a delusion,

which cannot satisfy the desires of the

mind, but as the Prophet says, it is like

a thirsty man who dreams he is drink-

ing, but when he awakes, he is faint, and

his soul is thirsty; he dreams that he is

eating, and when he awakes his soul is

empty. This is the true situation of all

men who are without God in the world;

and nothing but a knowledge of eternal

principles, of eternal laws, of eternal gov-

ernments, of eternal justice and equity,

and of eternal truth, can put us right,

and satiate the appetite of the immortal

soul.

If we make not a just estimate of

these things, it is in vain that we attempt

to say, "Lord, Lord," because we do not

the things which He says. Everything

associated with the Gospel of salvation is

eternal, for it existed before the "morn-

ing stars sang together for joy," or this

world rolled into existence. It existed

then, just as it now exists with us, and

it will exist the same when time with us

is no more. It is an eternal principle, and

everything associated with it is everlast-

ing. It is like the Priesthood of the Son of

God, "without beginning of days or end

of years." It lives and abides forever. If

there is any principle that is not eternal,

it is not a principle of the Gospel of life

and salvation.

There are many changes and shift-

ing scenes that may influence the

position of mankind, under different cir-

cumstances, in this state of mortality;

but they cannot influence or change the

Gospel of the Son of God, or the eternal

truths of heaven; they remain unchange-

able; as it is said very properly by the

Church of England, in one of their hom-

ilies, "as it was in the beginning, is now,

and ever shall be, worlds without end." If

nothing else they say is true, that is, and

I can say amen to it, with all my heart.

All true principles are right, and if prop-

erly understood and appreciated by the

human family, to them they are a foun-

tain of eternal good.

The principle of "heirship," which

President Young preached about today,

is a principle that is founded on eternal

justice, equity, and truth. It is a principle

that emanated from God. As was said by

some of our brethren this morning, there

may be circumstances arise in this world

to pervert for a season the order of God,

to change the designs of the Most High,

apparently, for the time being, yet they

will ultimately roll back into their proper

place—justice will have its place, and so

will mercy, and every man and woman

will yet stand in their true position be-

fore God. If we understand ourselves cor-

rectly, we must look upon ourselves as

eternal beings, and upon God as our Fa-

ther, for we have been taught when we

prayed to say, "Our Father, which art in

heaven, hallowed be thy name." We have

fathers in the flesh, and we do them rev-

erence, how much more shall we be in

subjection to the Father of Spirits and

live. I need not enter into any proof

in relation to this; for it is well under-

stood by the Saints that God is the Fa-

ther of our spirits, and that when we go

back into His presence, we shall know

Him, as we have known our earthly par-

ents. We are taught to approach Him

as we would an earthly parent, to ask

of Him such blessings as we need; and


