
anything that is not true, just, and equi-
table; and truth is free from oppression 
and injustice, as is the bosom of Jehovah. 
Nothing but that will ultimately stand. 
What has been the position of the world 
generally, among themselves? You see men 
marshalling armies, and making war with 
one another to destroy each other, and take 
possession of their territory and wealth. 
One man who is in possession of wealth, 
power, and authority, sees oppression exer-
cised by kings; so he follows the example, 
as do rulers who exercise authority under 
their sovereign; then others in a still lower 
degree do the same; thus oppression treads 
upon the heels of oppression, and distress 
follows distress. You will find this to exist 
in a great measure through every grade of 
society, from the king on his throne, down 
to the matchmaker, or the chimney sweep.

To ameliorate the condition of man, 
there are a great many institutions intro-
duced into the world in the shape of Tract 
Societies, Bible Societies, and many more 
too numerous for me to name. Many of 
them are founded by sincere men, but 
commencing on the wrong foundation, 
they keep wrong all the time, and fail to 
accomplish the object desired. If any one 
of these different institutions were to carry 
out their own principles, they would not 
only fail in accomplishing the object they 
have in view, but ultimately destroy them-
selves.

There are Peace Societies among the 
rest; their object is to bring peace into the 
world, without the Spirit of God. They 
see plainly that peace is desirable, but 
they wish to graft it onto a rotten stock. 
In Europe they had a “Peace Congress,” 
and sent their representatives to all parts of 
the world; and of course this “Congress of 
Peace” wished to regulate the world, make 
an end of war, and bring in universal peace.

Talk about peace, when rancorous dis-
cord makes its nest in the councils and 
cabinets of all nations, and the hearts 
of their statesmen are steeped in hatred 
one to another. Jealousy, animosity, and 
strife, like the influence of a deadly con-
tagion, may be found in almost every 
family; brother rising up against sister, sis-
ter against brother, the father against the 
mother, and the mother against the father, 
etc. We can find discord reigning even in 
the “Peace Society” itself.

Jesus Christ says, “My peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you,” etc. Wherever this peace exists, it 
leaves an influence that is comforting and 
refreshing to the souls of those who par-
take of it. It is like the morning dew to the 
thirsty plant. This peace is alone the gift of 
God, and it can only be received from Him 
through obedience to His laws. If any man 
wishes to introduce peace into his family or 
among his friends, let him cultivate it in his 
own bosom; for sterling peace can only be 
had according to the legitimate rule and au-
thority of heaven, and obedience to its laws.

Everything is disordered, and in confusion 
in the world. The reason is because no legiti-
mate authority has been known or acknowl-
edged on the earth. Others have been trying 
to build up and establish what they supposed 
to be the kingdom of God. The socialists of 
France call themselves religious people, and 
they also expect to bring about a reign of 
glory through a species of Robespierreism. 
I was told by a man well acquainted with 
matters of fact in relation to these things, 
that if they gained the ascendancy in France, 
their first object would be to erect a statue 
to Robespierre. They were going to cut off 
thousands of people, to accomplish their  
designs: and had not Napoleon taken  
active measures to head them, bands of 
men were ready on a moment’s warning to
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