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goes a scrutiny as fine as this? No there is
not; and yet this is done twice a year, before
all the Saints in the world. Here are legiti-
macy and rule. You place the power in their
hands to govern, dictate, regulate, and put
in order the affairs of the kingdom of God.
This is, Vox Dei vox populi. God appoints,
the people sustain. You do this by your own
act; very well, then, it is legitimate, and must
stand, and every man is bound to abide it if
it takes the hair off his head. I know there
are things sometimes that are hard, tough,
and pinching; but if a man is a man of God,
he has his eyes upon eternal things, and is
aiming to accomplish the purposes of God,
and all will be well with him in the end.

What advantage is there, then, between
this government and others? Why, we
have peace, and as eternal beings we have
a knowledge of eternal things. While lis-
tening to the remarks made on this stand,
what have we not heard—what have we
not known? The curtains of heaven have
been withdrawn, and we have gazed as by
vision upon eternal realities. While, in the
professing world, doubt and uncertainty
throw their dark mantle over every mind.

Let us now notice our political position
in the world. What are we going to do?
We are going to possess the earth. Why?
Because it belongs to Jesus Christ, and he
belongs to us, and we to him; we are all
one, and will take the kingdom and pos-
sess it under the whole heavens, and reign
over it forever and ever. Now, ye kings and
emperors, help yourselves, if you can. This
is the truth, and it may as well be told at
this time as at any other.

“There’s a good time coming, Saints,

A good time coming,
There’s a good time coming, Saints,
Wait a little longer.”

Having said so much on this

point, we will return to the principle

JOD Vol 1-LIVE.indd 230

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

of legitimacy. God is our legitimate Father,
and we are His children, and have a claim
upon Him, and He has a claim upon us.
We have come into this world to accom-
plish a certain purpose, and we have come
in the dispensation of the fulness of times,
when God decreed to gather all things to-
gether into one, whether they be things in
heaven or on earth; and everything that has
been in existence in any age of the world,
or that is, or will be, which is calculated to
benefit and exalt man, we shall have; con-
sequently it is for us to look after anything
and everything that ever has been true, or
that has ever been developed in any period
of the history of man, for it all belongs to
us, and has got to be restored, for restitu-
tion means bringing back that which is
lost. If the Antediluvians enjoyed anything
that was good, true, and eternal, which
is not yet made known to us, it has to be
restored; or if anything existed among the
ancient Patriarchs and Prophets, that has
been lost, it has to be restored. If there are
any people of God upon any detached part
of this world, they with it have got to be
restored. God’s word will also be gathered
into one, and His people and the Jews will
hear the words of the Nephites, and the
Ten Tribes must hear the words of the Jews
and Nephites, and God’s people be gath-
ered and be one. All things will be gathered
in one, and Zion be redeemed, the glory
of God be revealed, and all flesh see it to-
gether. God’s dominion will be established
on the earth, the law go forth from Zion,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem,
and the kingdoms of this world will be-
come subject to God and His Christ.

As eternal beings, then, we existed with
our Father in the eternal worlds. We came
on to this earth, and obtained tabernacles,
that through taking possession of them, and
passing through a scene of trial, and tribula-
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