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tion, and suffering, we might be exalted

to more glory, dignity, and power, than

would have been possible for us to obtain

had we not been placed in our present

position. If any of you do not believe this,

let me refer you to a passage of Scripture

or two. How was man created at first?

We are told that God made man a little

lower than the angels; then says Paul,

"Know ye not that we shall judge angels."

What through? It is through the atone-

ment of Jesus Christ, through the tak-

ing of our bodies, the powers of the holy

Priesthood, and the resurrection of Jesus

Christ that we shall obtain a higher ex-

altation than it would have been possible

for us to enjoy, if we had not fallen. To do

right in our present state, then, we must

carry out the principle of legitimacy ac-

cording to a correct rule, and, if we pro-

fess to be subjects of the kingdom of God,

we must be subject to the dominion, rule,

legitimacy, and authority of God. No per-

son can escape from this, unless he apos-

tatizes, and goes to the devil, like a fool.

He must be a fool who would barter away

eternal life, thrones, principalities, and

powers in the eternal world, for the pal-

try trash which exists in the shape of

wealth and worldly honor: to let go his

chance of heaven and of God, of being a

King and Priest unto Him, of living and

reigning forever, and of standing among

the chiefs of Israel. I cannot help call-

ing such men fools, for they are damned

now in making such a choice, and will be

hereafter.

I will say a little more on legitimacy

and right to rule. What would be the po-

sition of a man who would take a course

to rob his neighbor, or take advantage of

him in the case of his legitimacy, which

you have heard of this morning? Such

a man must be a greater fool than the

other. For instance, a goodman dies, who

has served God in righteousness all his

days; the weary wheels of life stand still,

and he goes to the world of spirits. He

believed in the principles of justice, eq-

uity, righteousness, and truth, and that

his rights would be held sacred to him

by his brethren after he was gone. But

some professed man of God comes to his

widow, and wants to steal her away from

him; he would rob the dead with im-

punity, under the ostensible garb of jus-

tice to her and her dead husband; he will

tell her he is doing it out of pure love

to them both, and he is going to exalt

them in the kingdom of God. We read

of the kingdom of God suffering violence;

if violence is ever attempted, it is in a

case of this kind. It is bad enough to

steal from a man his earthly property,

his oxen, his cow, his horse, his harness,

his wagon wheels, and other parapher-

nalia; but what think you of a man that

would rob the dead of a treasure which

he holds the most dear, and prized as

the most precious thing he possessed on

earth—his affectionate wife! Such a per-

son will assuredly miss his figure.

You will find in the ancient laws of Is-

rael, there were proper rules in relation

to these matters; one was, that if a man

died without a child, his brother or the

nearest relation of the husband should

take the widow; and raise up seed to her

husband, that his name might be con-

tinued in Israel, and not be blotted out.

Where did these laws come from? We are

told they came from God. But instead of

doing this, suppose he should try to steal

this woman away, and rob his brother—

how would he get along, I wonder, with

such a case against him, at the bar of

justice? The laws and ordinances that

exist in the eternal world have their pat-

tern in the things which are revealed to

the children of men on earth. The Priest-

hood as it exists on the earth is a pattern

of things in heaven. As I said in a for-

mer part of this discourse, Priesthood is


