
day, administered to them, conversed with 
them, preached to them, and gave them 
instruction, as I and my brethren instruct 
you from this stand. He taught them how 
to live, how to order their course, and 
acted in all points like a tender and affec-
tionate parent, yet at the same time there 
must be an opposition.

It is very true had not sin entered into 
the world, and opposition been introduced, 
death would not have entered. From that 
time to this, death, opposition, selfishness, 
malice, anger, pride, darkness, and wicked-
ness of every description that could be in-
vented by the children of men, as they have 
multiplied and spread abroad on the earth, 
have increased. Yes, verily, they have in-
creased. And the days that we, as Christians, 
call the days of darkness and ignorance, were 
days of light, knowledge, and intelligence, 
to exceed that which we enjoy in this age.

We discover that the Gospel of life and 
salvation is perfectly calculated to disturb 
the wicked. Shall we say they are at peace? 
Are they in happiness? Are they enjoying 
that which their hearts desire? We can truly 
say they are seeking for it as well as they 
know how, but the result is, the increase 
of wickedness upon the earth, and the in-
creased unhappiness of the human family. 
Mankind, indeed, cannot be happy unless 
they are first miserable; they cannot be easy, 
they cannot be at rest and feel comfortable, 
unless they are first in pain; they cannot be 
joyful, unless they are first in sorrow. Refer, 
for instance, to your own dispositions, to 
the fallen nature that is in you. When pas-
sion rises within you, can you satisfy your 
feelings unless you give way to them, to the 
injury of yourselves and others? You can-
not sit down and feel at rest unless you can  
satiate the burning vengeance of passion, 
by reeking your vengeance upon some 
person, or upon some helpless animal.

The Gospel of salvation is perfectly cal-
culated to cause division. It strikes at the 
root of the very existence of mankind in 
their wickedness, evil designs, passions, 
and wicked calculations. There is no evil 
among the human family, but at the foun-
dation of which it strikes effectually, and 
comes in contact with every evil passion 
that rises in the heart of man. It is opposed 
to every evil practice of men, and conse-
quently it disturbs them in the wicked 
courses they are pursuing.

When the Gospel which was preached by 
Jesus and His Apostles was preached to the 
children of Israel by Moses, it created the 
same effect among them. When he taught 
them to forsake their sins, to forsake every 
evil principle and practice of their lives, and 
turn to the Lord with all their hearts, it cre-
ated such a division that Moses could not 
establish the Gospel among them, after all 
the kindness the Lord had shown towards 
them, though He brought them out of 
Egypt with a high hand, dividing the sea, 
causing the water to gush out of the dry rock 
to quench their thirst, manna to fall from 
heaven to satisfy their hunger, and quails to 
satisfy their desire for flesh. He also ordained 
that their clothing should not wax old, nor 
their shoes wear out for the space of forty 
years. They did not have to plough, to reap, 
or gather into barns, as we do. Notwith
standing this manifestation of the good-
ness of their God, he could not establish the 
Gospel among them, and was obliged to 
give them a law of carnal commandments. 
Why did not the Lord destroy them, seeing 
they were so very wicked? He did; and out 
of all who left Egypt, only two went into the 
land of Canaan—Joshua and Caleb.

Whenever the Gospel is preached  
in towns, cities, country places, or in  
any community who are in darkness, 
it never fails to bring light; it mani-
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