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and put an end to all new revelation,

then the revelations given to Prophets

who arose after Moses, and the revela-

tions given to Jesus Christ and his Apos-

tles, including John and his revelation on

the Isle of Patmos, all amount to noth-

ing, and are not worthy of our notice.

This "sweeping argument," when it is ex-

amined, sweeps away rather too much;

besides, John's Gospel and his epistle

to his brethren were written after he

wrote his revelation on the Isle of Pat-

mos, consequently he would destroy his

own system; but it sets forth the igno-

rance and shortsightedness of those who

have not the testimony of Jesus, which is

the spirit of prophecy.

In this we disagree. They say that

the Bible needs interpreting; that it does

not mean what it sets forth; that the

Holy Ghost has not been given since the

days of the Apostles; that there is no

need of any more revelation, the canon

of Scripture being full. My KNOWLEDGE

is, if you will follow the teachings of Je-

sus Christ and his Apostles, as recorded

in the New Testament, every man and

woman will be put in possession of the

Holy Ghost; every person will become a

Prophet, Seer, and Revelator, and an ex-

pounder of truth. They will know things

that are, that will be, and that have

been. They will understand things in

heaven, things on the earth, and things

under the earth, things of time, and

things of eternity, according to their sev-

eral callings and capacities.

There is one idea entertained by the

"Mormons" which is somewhat of a stum-

blingblock to the people, and apostates

handle it to suit their purpose. It is,

that we consider the Bible merely as a

guide or fingerboard, pointing to a cer-

tain destination. This is a true doc-

trine, which we boldly advance. If you

will follow the doctrines, and be guided

by the precepts, of that book, it will di-

rect you where you may see as you are

seen, where you may converse with Je-

sus Christ, have the visitation of angels,

have dreams, visions, and revelations,

and understand and know God for your-

selves. Is it not a stay and a staff to you?

Yes: it will prove to you that you are fol-

lowing in the footsteps of the ancients.

You can see what they saw, understand

what they understood, and enjoy what

they enjoyed.

Is this throwing the Bible away? No,

not at all; but it adds faith to faith, virtue

to virtue, knowledge to knowledge, light

to light, truth to truth; for truth em-

braces truth, light cleaves to light, and

every holy principle cleaveth to its own.

We have always differed in these items.

I have always, from my first expe-

rience, been ready to talk, converse,

and exchange ideas with every man and

woman in whose society I have chanced

to be thrown. I say to all parties, I have

no quarrels with you, no contentions, but

I am willing to exhibit my belief before

you, for it is the doctrine of the New Tes-

tament, which is also the doctrine of the

Book of Mormon, and the Book of Doc-

trine and Covenants, which books con-

tain the revelations of Jesus Christ, and

lead to eternal life. I give them to you

freely. If you have got anything extra,

and worth more than what I have, why

not be willing to give to me as I am to

give to you? Have you got true principles

of Christianity? They are also mine. I

never had any occasion to have a quarrel

or debate with any man.

You say you belong to the Presbyteri-

ans; it is no matter if you have got the

truth. Are you a Calvinist, or a Wes-

leyan? It is no matter, if you have got

the truth; that truth is also mine. Do

you belong to the Methodist's society?

And have you got the truth? It is right,

that truth is "Mormonism," it is my prop-

erty. Are you a Quaker? It is no matter,


