
the Lord does and will bless the inhabitants 
of the earth with such great and inestima-
ble blessings, in the proclamation of the 
Gospel, that they will be damned who re-
ject them, for light brings condemnation to 
men who love darkness rather than light.

Have this people been blessed too 
much? I will not positively say, but I think 
they have, inasmuch as their blessings in 
some instances have been to their injury. 
Why? Because they have not known what 
to do with their blessings.

While the brethren were speaking of the 
liberal hand of Providence in bestowing 
abundantly the products of the earth, it oc-
curred to me, that this people, to my certain 
knowledge, had felt that they had too much, 
and they esteemed it as good for nothing. 
It is true what brother Jedediah Grant said 
with regard to wheat, and other grains, for 
I have seen it myself. I have seen hundreds, 
and thousands, and scores of thousands 
of bushels of grain lying to waste and rot, 
when it has not brought a great price. Many 
of this people have thought, and expressed 
themselves in language like this—“I can go 
to California, and get so much gold, or I 
can trade and make so much gold, I cannot 
therefore spend time to take care of wheat, 
nor to raise it; let it lie there and rot while I 
go and accumulate riches.” They were then 
wealthy, for their granaries and barns were 
full of the blessings of the Lord, but now 
they are empty, because they did not know 
what to do with their blessings.

I can tell this people how to dispose 
of all their blessings, if they will only al-
low me time enough; and if I cannot tell 
them how, I can show them. For instance,  
you who have fields of wheat, beyond 
the limits of grasshoppers, will have con- 
siderable crops when it is harvested, and 
perhaps so much that you will not know 
what to do with it. I know what you

ought to do with it; you ought to say to 
your poor brethren—“Come and help take 
care of my grain, and share with me, and 
feed yourselves and your families.” If you 
have so much that you cannot take care of 
it, and have nowhere to put it, and your 
neighbor is not without bread, tell Bishop 
Hunter that you have got so many hun-
dred bushels to lay over in the store, and 
you will have the benefit of it on your tith-
ing. That is what I recommend you to do 
with your blessings, when you have more 
than you can take care of yourselves. I say, 
hand it over and let your neighbors take 
care of it for you.

This makes me think of what I saw the 
first year I came into this valley, the same 
year I moved my family, which was the next 
season after the pioneers arrived here. It was 
late in the season when I arrived, but from 
the ground where this house now stands, 
there had been cut two crops of wheat. 
They had harvested the first crop very early, 
and the water being flooded over, it again 
started from the roots, and produced a fair 
crop, say from ten to twelve bushels to the 
acre. That was harvested, and it was com-
ing up again. I said to the brethren, “Let 
these my brethren who have come with me 
gather up this wheat,” but they would not 
suffer them to do it. Some of the brethren 
had gathered their crops of grain, and left 
a great deal wasting on the fields. I said, 
“Let the poor brethren, who have come in 
from abroad, glean in your fields.” You can 
bear me witness that a great many widows 
and poor men came here, and brought but  
very little with them, and there never was a 
man, to my knowledge, ever expressed a de-
sire to let them glean in his field. “All right,” 
I said, “we can live on greens,” while at  
the same time there was more wasted that 
season than to make up the deficiency, 
that all might have been comfortable.
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