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ways been a Christian, and had done
so much for the Churches, and for the
Priests, and been so liberal since he had
been in this Church, which was between
three and four years. Some of the brethren
said—"“Brother McWithy, how much do
you suppose you have ever given for the
support of the Gospel?” The tears rolled
down his checks, and he said, “Brethren,
I believe I have given away in my life time
two hundred and fifty dollars.” I spake out
and said, “If I could not preach as many
months each year in this kingdom as you
have been years in this Church, and give
no more than two hundred and fifty dol-
lars, I should be ashamed of myself.”

On one occasion, brother Joseph Young
and myself had traveled more than two
hours among snow, and in a piercing cold,
to preach in his neighborhood one evening,
Having had no dinner or supper, we went
home with him, and he never asked us to eat
a mouthful of supper, though he did muster
courage enough to go into the cellar with a
little basket, he came up with the tears almost
running down his cheeks, and said with some
difficulty—“Brethren, have some apples.”

He held out the basket to us, and when we
were about to help ourselves, his niggardly
soul made him draw it back again, for fear
we should take any. I saw he did not intend
us to have any apples, so I put my hand on
the basket, and drew it out of his hand, say-
ing—“Come here.” I took it on my knees,
and invited brother Joseph to eat some
apples. He did make out to give us some
breakfast in the morning, and even then he
got up from the table before we had time to
half finish our breakfast, to see if we would
not give over eating. Said [—*Never mind,
I shall eat what I want before I stop.”

I am happy to say, through your Trustee-
in-trust, that the Latter-day Saints, in the
capacity of a Church and kingdom, do not
owe near as much money as they have on
hand. A year ago last April Conference, we
owed over sixty thousand dollars, but we do
not now owe a single red cent.

May God bless us, that we may always
have enough, and know what to do with
what we have, and how to use it for the
good of all, for I would not give much for
property unless I did know what to do
with it.

HEIRSHIP AND PRIESTHOOD

A DISCOURSE BY ELDER PARLEY P. PRATT, DELIVERED AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE,
IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, APRIL 10, 1853
Reported by G. D. Watt

At the request of my brethren, I rise to
occupy a portion of the time. I realize that
there are many present who are equally pre-
pared to administer in the things of the Spirit
of God. The time is precious, and I desire
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that I may have the Spirit of God, with the
prayers and confidence of the people, to
speak in wisdom that which is necessary, and
then give opportunity to my brethren; for I
love to hear them, and so do this people.
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