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the covenants made with Abraham,

Isaac, and Jacob, and with the Prophets,

Apostles, and Saints of old, raised up a

Joseph, and conferred upon him the an-

cient records, oracles, and keys of the

eternal Priesthood. If he was the im-

postor the world took him to be, why

did he not happen to state in his book

that he was a descendant of the Ro-

mans, or that he had come through the

loins of Socrates, or sprung from some of

the Greek philosophers, or Roman gen-

erals? Why not a descendant of some no-

ble house of the Gentile kings or nobles?

As we were ignorant of the peculiari-

ties of election and heirship to the royal

Priesthood, why did not the Book of Mor-

mon predict that a noble Gentile should

be the instrument to receive and trans-

late it in modern times, that through the

Gentiles the Jews might obtain mercy?

It is true the book was brought forth and

published among the Gentiles: it is also

true that it comes from the Gentiles to

Israel, speaking rationally; but when it

predicts the name and lineage of its mod-

ern translator, "Behold, he is a descen-

dant of Joseph of Egypt," why should an

imputed impostor be consistent in this as

well as in all other items? The reason is

obvious. It is because the record is true,

and its translator no impostor.

Knowing of the covenants and

promises made to the fathers, as I now

know them, and the rights of heirship

to the Priesthood, as manifested in the

election of God, I would never receive

any man as an Apostle or a Priest, hold-

ing the keys of restoration, to bless the

nations, while he claimed to be of any

other lineage than Israel.

The word of the Lord, through our

Prophet and founder, to the chosen in-

struments of the modern Priesthood,

was this—"Ye are lawful heirs accord-

ing to the flesh, and your lives have

been hid with Christ in God." That

is to say, they have been held in

reserve during the reign of Mystic Ba-

bel, to be born in due time, as successors

to the Apostles and Prophets of old, be-

ing their children, of the same royal line.

They have come forth, at length, as heirs

to the keys of power, knowledge, glory,

and blessing, to minister to all the na-

tions of the Gentiles, and afterwards to

restore the tribes of Israel. They are of

the royal blood of Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob, and have a right to claim the or-

dination and endowments of the Priest-

hood, inasmuch as they repent, and obey

the Lord God of their fathers.

Those who are not of this lineage,

whether they are Gentiles, Edomites,

or Ishmaelites, or of whatever nation,

have a right to remission of sins and

the Gift of the Holy Spirit, through their

ministry, on conditions of faith, repen-

tance, and baptism, in the name of Je-

sus Christ. Through this Gospel they are

adopted into the same family, and are

counted for the seed of Abraham; they

can then receive a portion of this min-

istry under those (literal descendants)

who hold the presiding keys of the same.

By obeying the Gospel, or by adop-

tion through the Gospel, we are all made

joint heirs with Abraham, and with his

seed, and we shall, by continuance in

well doing, all be blessed in Abraham

and his seed, no matter whether we

are descended from Melchizedek, from

Edom, from Ishmael, or whether we be

Jews or Gentiles. On the principles of

Gospel adoption, the blessing is broad

enough to gather all good, penitent, obe-

dient people under its wings, and to ex-

tend to all nations the principles of sal-

vation. We would therefore more cor-

dially invite all nations to join them-

selves to this favored lineage, and come

with all humility and penitence to its

royal Priesthood, if they wish to be in-

structed and blessed, for to be blessed

in this peculiar sense in any other


