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If the congregation will give me their

attention, I will detain them but a short

time. Our history is too well known to

render it necessary for me to enter into

particulars on the subject this morning.

Suffice it to say, to this congregation,

that we shall attempt to build a temple

to the name of our God. This has been

attempted several times, but we have

never yet had the privilege of complet-

ing and enjoying one. Perhaps we may

in this place, but if, in the providence of

God, we should not, it is all the same.

It is for us to do those things which the

Lord requires at our hands, and leave

the result with Him. It is for us to la-

bor with a cheerful good will; and if we

build a temple that is worth a million of

money, and it requires all our time and

means, we should leave it with cheerful

hearts, if the Lord in His providence tells

us so to do. If the Lord permits our ene-

mies to drive us from it, why we should

abandon it with as much cheerfulness of

heart as we ever enjoy a blessing. It is no

matter to us what the Lord does, or how

He disposes of the labor of His servants.

But when He commands, it is for His

people to obey. We should be as cheer-

ful in building this temple, if we knew

beforehand that we should never enter

into it when it was finished, as we would

though we knew we were to live here a

thousand years to enjoy it.

If the inquiry is in the hearts of

the people—"Does the Lord require the

building of a temple at our hands?"

I can say that He requires it just as

much as ever He required one to be built

elsewhere. If you should ask, "Brother

Brigham, have you any knowledge con-

cerning this? Have you ever had a rev-

elation from heaven upon it?" I can an-

swer truly, it is before me all the time,

not only today, but it was almost five

years ago, when we were on this ground,

looking for locations, sending our scout-

ing parties through the country, to the

right and to the left, to the north and the

south, to the east and the west; before

we had any returns from any of them, I

knew, just as well as I now know, that

this was the ground on which to erect a

temple—it was before me.

The Lord wished us to gather to this

place, He wished us to cultivate the

earth, and make these valleys like the

Garden of Eden, and make all the im-

provements in our power, and build a

temple as soon as circumstances would

permit. And further, if the people and

the Lord required it, I would give a writ-

ten revelation, but let the people do the

things they know to be right. Permit me

to ask the question—do you not know

that it is your duty to accumulate your

daily bread, to cease your wickedness?

Are not these duties required at your

hands? Do you not know this of your-

selves? There is not an individual in this

assembly that does not understand this,

that is not as well convinced of it as I am.

Concerning revelations pertaining

to building temples, I will give you


