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his dominions had to feel the effects of it,
the same as a father or a mother, who trans-
gresses certain laws, frequently transmits
the effects thereof to the latest generations.

How often do we see certain diseases
becoming hereditary, being handed down
from father to son for generations. Why?
Because in the first instance there was a
transgression, and the children partook of
the effects of it.

And what was the fullest extent of the
penalty of Adam’s transgression? I will tell
you—it was death. The death of what?
The death of the immortal tabernacle—of
that tabernacle where the seeds of death
had not been, that was wisely framed, and
pronounced very good: the seeds of death
were introduced into it. How, and in what
manner? Some say there was something
in the nature of the fruit that introduced
mortality. Be this as it may, one thing is
certain, death entered into the system; it
came there by some means, and sin was
the main spring by which this monster was
introduced. If there had been no sin, old
father Adam would at this day have been
in the garden of Eden, as bright and as
blooming, as fresh and as fair, as ever, to-
gether with his lovely consort Eve, dwell-
ing in all the beauty of youth.

By one man came death—the death of
the body. What becomes of the spirit when
the body dies? Will it be perfectly happy?
Would old father Adam’s spirit have gone
back into the presence of God, and dwelt
there eternally, enjoying all the felicities
and glories of heaven, after his body had
died? No; for the penalty of that transgres-
sion was not limited to the body alone.
When he sinned, it was with both the
body and the spirit that he sinned: it was
not only the body that ate of the fruit,
but the spirit gave the will to eat; the
spirit sinned therefore as well as the body;
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they were agreed in partaking of that fruit.
Was not the spirit to suffer then as well as
the body? Yes. How long? To all ages of
eternity, without any end; while the body
was to return back to its mother earth, and
there slumber to all eternity. That was the
effect of the fall, leaving out the plan of
redemption; so that, if there had been no
plan of redemption prepared from before
the foundation of the world, man would
have been subjected to an eternal dissolu-
tion of the body and spirit—the one to
lie mingling with its mother earth, to all
ages of eternity, and the other to be sub-
ject, throughout all future duration, to the
power that deceived him, and led them
astray; to be completely miserable, or, as
the Book of Mormon says, “dead as to
things pertaining to righteousness;” and I
defy any such beings to have any happiness
when they are dead as to things pertaining
to righteousness. To them, happiness is out
of the question; they are completely and
eternally miserable, and there is no help for
them, laying aside the atonement. That was
the penalty pronounced upon father Adam,
and upon all the creation of which he was
made lord and governor. This is what is
termed original sin, and the effect of it.
But there is a very curious saying in the
Book of Mormon, to which I now wish to
refer your minds; it reads thus: “Adam fell
that man might be; and men are, that they
might have joy.” Says one, “If Adam had
not fallen, then there could not have been
any posterity.” That is just what we be-
lieve; but how do you get along with that
saying which was given previous to the
fall, where he was commanded to multi-
ply and replenish the earth? How could
he have multiplied and fulfilled this
commandment, if “Adam fell that man
might be?” Let me appeal to another say-
ing in the New Testament: “Adam was
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