A GENERAL FUNERAL SERMON, ETC.

redemption from the original sin of Adam.
The redemption from that sin was univer-
sal without works, but the redemption from
your own personal sins is universal with
works on the part of the creature—universal
in its nature, because it is free to all, but not
received by all. The salvation, or redemp-
tion from your own sins, is not by free grace
alone, it requires a little work. But what are
the works? Jesus Christ, through his death
and sufferings has answered the penalty, on
condition that you believe in him, and repent
of your sins, and be baptized for the remis-
sion of them, and receive the Gift of the Holy
Ghost, by the laying on of hands, and con-
tinue humble, and meek, and prayerful, until
you go down to your graves; and on these
conditions, Jesus will plead for you before the
Father, and say, “Father, I not only died for
Adam’s sin, but for the sins of all the world,
inasmuch as they believe in my Gospel; and
now these individuals have repented, they
have reformed their lives, and have become
like little children in my sight, and have per-
formed the works I have given them to do—
and now, Father, may they be saved with an
everlasting salvation in thy presence, and sit
down with me on my throne, as I have over-
come, and sit down with thee on thy throne;
and may they be crowned, with all the sanc-
tified, with immortality and eternal life, no
more to be cast away.”

Don’t you think the Father would ac-
cept an appeal of this kind from His Only
Begotten Son? Yes. He is our Mediator,
to plead before the Father for those who
will comply with his commands, and the
laws of his Gospel. The way is simple, so
simple and easy that many step over it and
say, “O, that is of no consequence, it is of
no avail, it will do no good to be baptized
in water.” But if the Lord had not con-
structed it upon a simple plan, adapted
to the capacities of all men, they might
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have had some excuse; but as it is, they
have none: all you have got to do is to be-
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
turn away from your sins, cease to do evil,
saying, “Father, I will cease from this time
henceforth to sin, and will work the works
of righteousness; I will try to do good all
the days of my life; and I witness this be-
fore thee by this day going down into the
waters of baptism; and thus cast off the old
man, with his deeds,” and henceforth live
in newness of life. If you will do this, you
will just as sure be redeemed from your
own sins, and the penalty thereof, and be
lifted up to dwell in the presence of God, as
you have been redeemed or lifted up from
the waters of baptism. This is the Gospel,
the first principles thereof, by which you
can be redeemed from your own sins; and
by and by death will come, and it will be
sweet to you, for Jesus has suffered the pen-
alty of sin; the pangs of sin are gone, and
you fall asleep in peace, having made sure
your salvation, and having done your duty
well, like those we are preaching the funeral
sermon of this morning; and thus you will
fall asleep, with a full assurance that you
will come up, in the morning of the first
resurrection, with an immortal body, like
that which Adam had before he partook of
the forbidden fruit. This is the promise to
them that fall asleep in Jesus.

When our spirits leave these bodies, will
they be happy? Not perfectly so. Why?
Because the spirit is absent from the body;
it cannot be perfectly happy while a part of
the man is lying in the earth. How can the
happiness be complete when only a part of
the redemption is accomplished? You can-
not be perfectly happy until you get a new
house. You will be happy, you will be at
ease in paradise; but still you will be looking
for a house where your spirit can enter, and
act as you did in former times, only more
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