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perfectly, having superior powers. Conse-
quently, all the holy men that have lived
in days of old, have looked forward to the
resurrection of their bodies; for then their
glory will be complete.

What did Paul say upon this subject?
He said, “I have fought a good fight,” “I
have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day.” Do you understand this
passage? Remember that this crown that
Paul speaks of, was not to be given in the
day we die; but it is to be given in “that
day”—the day of the Lord’s appearing; it
is to be given to all those that love his ap-
pearing; then is the time that Paul will get
his crown; then is the time that the Saints
who fall asleep in our day, will receive
their crowns—crowns of rejoicing—kingly
crowns. What good would a crown do a
man who is miserable and wretched? Many
persons have worn crowns in this life; ty-
rants have had crowns of diamonds and
gold; but what benefit are they? None at
all, except to a being who has made him-
self perfectly happy by his obedience. But
what are we to understand by this crown
of righteousness, which is to be given to
the Saints? We understand that it is actu-
ally to be a crown of glory; that they are to
be kings in reality. John speaks in the first
chapter of his Revelation to the Churches
in his day, and represents the Saints to be
Kings and Priests; he says, Christ “hath
made us kings and priests unto God and
His Father;” and this too, while in this life.

In another place he speaks of those who
are dead—about their singing a new song:
“And they sung a new song, saying, Thou
hast redeemed us Oh God by thy blood,
out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation; And hast made us unto
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our God kings and priests.” Here then we
find, from the first chapter, that they were
made Kings and Priests before they were
dead; and in the next quotation; we find
that they still retained their kingly office
after death, and actually had made songs
to express their happy condition—“Thou
hast made us kings and priests.” Now
we see the reason why they are to wear
crowns, for they will be made Kings and
Priests on the earth: the Lord then, must
have some way to give this kingly power.

Do you understand this, brethren and
sisters? If you were to speak, I should hear
innumerable voices respond, “Yes, we un-
derstand it; the Lord has revealed the ordi-
nances; we know how the sons and daugh-
ters of God obtain this kingly office, while
living here in this mortal tabernacle.”

We will pass over that; suffice it to say,
that death does not wrench it from them:;
for they are to be kings, not for a day, or
for this short life, but they are to remain
to all eternity kings; having their thrones,
and acting in the duties belonging to their
kingly office. Compared with this, what are
all the little, petty kingdoms of this earth
worth? They are not worth one snap of the
finger. The kings of the world exercise a cer-
tain authority over the nations—over their
subjects, issuing laws, and framing govern-
ments, and controlling them; and do you
suppose that the Saints will be kings in the
eternal world, and sit down upon thrones,
in silence, not exercising the functions of
their office? No. That is not the way the
Lord has organized His creations; if there
are kings, you may depend upon it they will
have kingdoms under their control; they
will have authority and dominion; they will
give laws to those subjects over whom they
bear rule; they will control them by the
priestly office, for it is combined with the
kingly office, and neither can be separated
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