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ning. The waters were assuaged; the

earth came forth clothed with innocence,

like the newborn child, having been bap-

tized or born again from the ocean flood;

and thus the old earth was buried with

all its deeds, and arose to a newness of

life, its sins being washed away, even

as man has to be immersed in water to

wash away his own personal sins.

By and by the earth becomes cor-

rupted again, and the nations make

themselves drunken with the wine of the

wrath of great Babylon; but the Lord has

reserved the same earth for fire; hence

He says by the prophet Malachi, "Be-

hold, the day cometh that shall burn as

an oven, &c." A complete purification is

again to come upon the earth, and that

too, by the more powerful element of fire;

and the wicked will be burned as stubble.

When is this to be? Is it to be before the

earth dies? This is a representation of

the baptism that is received by man af-

ter he has been baptized in water; for he

is then to be baptized with fire and the

Holy Ghost, and all his sins entirely done

away: so the earth will be baptized with

fire, and wickedness swept away from

its face, so that the glory of God shall

cover it. As the waters cover the great

deep, so will the earth be overwhelmed

and immersed in the glory of God, and

His Spirit be poured out upon all flesh,

before the earth dies. After this purify-

ing ordinance, there will be a thousand

years of rest, during which righteous-

ness shall abound upon the face of the

earth; and soon after the thousand years

have ended, the words of the text shall

be fulfilled—"The heavens shall vanish

away like smoke, and the earth shall

wax old like a garment," &c. When the

earth waxes old, and has filled the mea-

sure of its creation, and all things have

been done according to the mind and will

of God, He will say to the earth, "Die."

What will be its death? Will it be

drowned? No: it is to die through the

agency of fire; it is to suffer a death sim-

ilar to many of the martyrs; the very el-

ements themselves are to melt with fer-

vent heat, and the hills are to be made

like wax before the Lord. Will the earth

be annihilated? No, there is no such a

word in all His revelations; such a thing

was never known in the bosom of the

Almighty, or any other being, except in

the imaginations of some of the mod-

erns, who have declared that the globe

was to become like the "baseless fab-

ric of a vision." It is one of the sectar-

ian follies, that the elements and every-

thing else are to be completely struck out

of existence. The Lord never revealed,

or thought of, or even hinted at such a

thing.

The earth will not be annihilated, any

more than our bodies are after being

burned. Every chemist knows that the

weight of a thing is not diminished by

burning it. The present order of things

must be done away, and, as the apostle

John says, all things must become new;

and he tells us the time when: it is to be

after the millennium. The passing away

is equivalent to death, and all things be-

ing made new is equivalent to the res-

urrection. Is the new earth to be made

precisely like this earth? No; but as this

earth was, before sin entered into it; and

we shall inherit it. This is our heaven,

and we have the title to it by promise,

and it will be redeemed through the faith

and prayers of the Saints, and we shall

get a title from God to a portion of it as

our inheritance.

O ye farmers, when you sleep in

the grave, don't be afraid that your

agricultural pursuits are forever at an

end; don't be fearful that you will never

get any more landed property; but if

you be Saints, be of good cheer, for

when you come up in the morning

of the resurrection, behold! there is


