A GENERAL FUNERAL SERMON, ETC.

a new earth made, wherein dwells righ-
teousness, and blessed are ye, for ye shall
inhabit it. “Blessed are the meek,” says our
Savior, “for they shall inherit the earth,”
though they have died without a foot of
land. The Latter-day Saints were driven
from one possession to another, until they
were driven beyond the pale of civilization
into the deserts, where it was supposed
they would die, and that would be the last
of them; but behold, they have a firm hold
upon the promise that the meek shall inherit
the earth, when they come here with im-
mortal bodies capable of enjoying the earth.
True, we can have plenty of the things of
this life in their cursed condition; but what
are all these things? They are nothing. We
are looking for things in their immortal
state, and farmers will have great farms upon
the earth when it is so changed. “But don’t
be so fast,” says one, “don’t you know that
there are only about 197,000,000 of square
miles, or about 126,000,000,000 of acres,
upon the surface of the globe? Will this ac-
commodate all the inhabitants after the res-
urrection?” Yes; for if the earth should stand
8,000 years, or eighty centuries, and the
population should be a thousand millions
in every century, that would be eighty thou-
sand millions of inhabitants; and we know
that many centuries have passed that would
not give the tenth part of this; but suppos-
ing this to be the number, there would then
be over an acre and a half for each person
upon the face of the globe.

But there is another thing to be con-
sidered. Are the wicked to receive the
earth as an inheritance? No; for Jesus
did not say, Blessed are the wicked, for
they shall inherit the earth; this promise
was made only to the meek. Who are the
meek? None but those who receive the
ordinances of the Gospel, and live ac-
cording to them; they must receive the
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same ordinances the earth has received, and
be baptized with fire and with the Holy
Ghost, as this earth will be when Jesus
comes to reign upon it a thousand years;
and be clothed upon with the glory of God,
as this earth will be; and after they have died
as the earth will die, they will have to be res-
urrected, as this earth will be resurrected,
and then receive their inheritance upon it.
Look at the seventeen centuries that
have passed away on the eastern hemi-
sphere, during which time the sound of
the Gospel has never been heard from the
mouth of an authorized servant of God.
Suppose now that out of the vast amount
of the population of this earth, one in a
hundred should receive the law of meek-
ness, and be entitled to receive an inheri-
tance upon the new earth; how much
land would they receive? We answer,
they would receive over 150 acres, which
would be quite enough to raise manna,
and to build some habitations upon, and
some splendid mansions; it would be large
enough to raise flax to make robes of, and
to have beautiful orchards of fruit trees; it
would be large enough to have our flower
gardens, and everything the agriculturalist
and the botanist want, and some to spare.
What would be done with the spare
portions? Let me tell you of one thing
which perhaps some of you have never
thought of. Do you suppose that we shall
get up out of the grave, male and female,
and that we shall not have the same kind
of affections, and endearments, and enjoy-
ments that we have here? The same pure
feelings of love that exist in the bosoms of
the male and female in this world, will exist
with seven-fold intensity in the next world,
governed by the law of God; there will be
no corruptions nor infringements upon
one another’s rights. Will not a man have
his own family? Yes; he will also have his
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