GOING SOUTH, ETC.

There are also many other things that have
the same tendency. They reason among
themselves, saying, “If we go to Iron
County, or to Millard County, we shall per-
haps lose our blessings, our sealings, and our
endowments, and many other privileges;”
and conclude to stay here for the purpose
of obtaining these things. I will tell you that
stay here for this purpose, you will not get
your blessings as soon as those will who go
and settle where they are counseled. For
none of you can have these blessings until
you prove yourselves worthy, by cultivating
the earth, and then rendering to the Lord
the firstfruits thereof, the firstfruits of your
cattle, of your sheep, and of all your in-
crease. This is how I understand it. Now go
and get farms for yourselves while you can.

Those brethren in Iron County, and
those that are still at Coal Creek, pretty
much all of them, are ironmongers; they
were the first to go into the iron and coal
business and leave their farms. There are
somewhere in the neighborhood of two
hundred acres of land under cultivation in
those valleys, that you can have the privi-
lege of purchasing, or of cultivating for
the time being, until you can make farms
for yourselves. In the city of Manti, half
of the houses are vacant; there are houses
enough empty there to accommodate fifty
or a hundred families. In Iron County also
there are similar advantages.

Fillmore City, in Millard County, is
situated in a very extensive valley. I think
we travel, as we are going to Iron County,
somewhere in the neighborhood of fifty or
sixty miles, and then it extends west far be-
yond the power of the eyes to see; the fact
is, we can see no distant mountains at all
in some directions; and there are numer-
ous rich valleys that are connected or which
communicate with this, on to Iron County.
Millard County we wish to make strong and
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powerful, for there is the center of the gov-
ernment of the State of Deseret, and where
the governor and his associates, some time in
the future, will dwell part of the year. There
will be a building erected there for the use
of the general government of this State and
for the general government of the Church
and kingdom of God. Then why need you
be afraid of the result of anything that is
best for you to do? Let grandfather, grand-
mother, brother or sister, have no influence
over you to turn you aside from your duty.

If brother Brigham is not of more con-
sequence to you than your brother or sis-
ter, or father or mother, or anything else
that pertains to this life, I would not give
much for your religion. If you will reflect
for a moment, and let the Spirit of the
Lord—the spirit of revelation, have place
in your bosoms, so that you can foresee the
future events which we are approaching,
and let your minds expand by the power of
the Holy Ghost, you will not hesitate one
moment to go to these valleys.

We have no wish to get rid of the
Saints, but the counsel that is given them
to go and settle those places, is for their
best interest, and for the upbuilding of the
kingdom of God.

You have arrived safely in this valley, by
the providence of God, from Old England,
where it rains almost every day, and where
they have to keep the lamps lit, sometimes,
in order to pass through the streets safely
in the day time. Often, when I was there, I
had to sit and read in the day time by can-
dle light; and we very seldom durst go out
without an umbrella, for if we did, we were
sure to get soaked to the skin before we re-
turned. It is not so in this country; and the
further you go south, the higher the valleys
are, until you go over the rim of the Great
Basin, about sixty miles, down to the Rio
Virgin. As soon as you get there, you are
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