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trespass on Christianity. No! It is as old

as the world, and as common among the

true people of God, as His every day deal-

ings with man. We will leave that point,

and say, it is the Christian world, and

not the Latter-day Saints, that have a

new doctrine, provided they discard that

principle.

What next? Why, that man, by vi-

sion, the ministering of angels, and by

revelation, should be called with a high

and holy calling—commissioned with a

holy mission to preach, and teach, and

warn, and prophesy, and call men to re-

pentance. That was one of the first prin-

ciples introductory to what is now called

"Mormonism" in this age.

Is there anything new about that,

anything strange, anything that differs

from the Patriarchal ages, from the Jew-

ish economy, the Mosaic dispensation,

or from the dispensation called Chris-

tian? Similar things happened before

Moses, in his day, and after his day;

and among the Prophets, and in differ-

ent ages. Were not such things com-

mon in the days of Jesus Christ, and

after that in the days of the Apostles?

Was not John the Baptist thus commis-

sioned? Was not Jesus thus commis-

sioned. And were not His Apostles, El-

ders, and Seventies? After his resurrec-

tion, and ascension into heaven, were

not others called, and ordained under

the hands of those who were thus com-

missioned, and called sometimes by vi-

sions and revelations directing them to

those who were thus commissioned in or-

der to be ordained? That was no new doc-

trine, no innovation on Christianity, no

perversion of the Scriptural system, nor

was it anything new, unless you call the

old principle new.

Well, then, that the man thus com-

missioned should call upon others to

turn from their sins; and that an indi-

vidual, a government, a house, a city,

a nation, or a world of people should

perish unless they did turn from their

sins—is that anything new? No. Ev-

eryone conversant with the Bible will

say, that such things took place fre-

quently under all the different dispensa-

tions. The heathen were warned in this

way. Individuals, households, cities, na-

tions, and the world have to be warned in

this way, and especially under the Chris-

tian dispensation. So there was a spe-

cial commission given to the servants

of God, to go to all the world, and call

upon everybody to repent, or whole na-

tions should become disfranchised, scat-

tered, and millions be destroyed, as for

instance the Jews at Jerusalem, because

they would not hearken to it. It is noth-

ing new, to cry to all men to repent, and

warn different cities and nations of wars

coming upon them, or that they will be

damned if they do not repent. This is

one of the early principles called "Mor-

monism." Is there anything new in this?

Is there anything strange or unscrip-

tural? No; no sensible professing Chris-

tian will maintain such a point for a mo-

ment.

Suppose that some people should

hearken, when the ministering of an-

gels takes place. Among many men one

certain man is commissioned by revela-

tion to preach the Gospel, and cry re-

pentance. Suppose that some persons

hearken and repent, and he should take

them and walk down to the water, and

bury them in the water in the name

of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost, and raise them again

out of the water, to represent the death

and burial of Jesus Christ, and his res-

urrection from the dead; and to repre-

sent the faith of the individual thus min-

istered to, that he does believe in Je-

sus Christ, that he died, and that he

did rise from the dead, and that he,

the individual, does put his trust and

confidence in him for the remission of

sins and eternal life—is that anything

new? Would that be new to Peter? Sup-

pose some person was to relate before


