
Peter and Paul today, and the Christians 
with them, that lived when they lived—
suppose they were all present, and this 
person told them that a man came along 
preaching repentance, and he called upon 
us to believe in Jesus Christ, and we did so, 
believing their testimony, and they took us 
and buried us in water, and raised us again 
out of the water unto newness of life—
would Peter or John blame him? Would 
Paul say, “It is something new?” Or would 
he say, “Brother, thousands of us received 
the very same thing in ancient days?”

The Catholic Church profess to be the 
true Church—the ground and pillar of the 
truth, handed down by regular succession 
from the ancient Church, of which they are 
still members; and their priesthood and apos-
tles are now of the very same Church which 
the New Testament calls the true Church 
at Rome. These Roman Catholics of mod-
ern times profess to be members of the very 
same Church that Paul wrote that epistle to. 
If they are, I will show you to demonstra-
tion, if the Scriptures be true, that this doc-
trine called “Mormonism” is not a new doc-
trine. Paul, writing to that Church, of which 
they profess to be members, says, Know ye 
not, brethren, ye Romans, that as many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ have 
been baptized into his death, being buried 
with him by baptism into death, that like as 
Christ rose from the dead, even so ye may 
walk in newness of life? Now this epistle 
containing this doctrine was written by Paul 
to the Church at Rome, and which these 
modern people called Roman Catholics pro-
fess to be members of. If they are what they  
profess to be, every one of them have been 
buried with Christ in baptism, and have 
risen again to newness of life. We will, how-
ever, leave them to describe whether that is 
really the case, or whether they are contented  
to sprinkle a few drops of water on

an infant’s face and call that a burial! Paul 
said that was a principle of the true Church 
of Rome that had been buried with Christ 
by baptism into death, and had risen 
to newness of life. Have these modern 
Roman Catholics gone forward repenting 
of their sins, and been buried in water, in 
the likeness of the death of Jesus Christ ac-
cording to this pattern? If they have not, 
they are a spurious Church of Rome, and 
not real. Therefore, if they be the real 
Church of Rome, it will be no new thing 
to them when the Latter-day Saints inform 
them upon being buried with Christ in the 
likeness of his death, etc. If this is a new 
doctrine to them, they had better be look-
ing about them to see if they have not got 
up a counterfeit Church of Rome, for Paul 
knew of only one, and the members of it 
were all buried with Christ in baptism.

If 500 persons here were to say they came 
repenting of their sins, and went down and 
were buried in the waters of baptism, and 
had risen again to walk in newness of life, 
Paul would say, if he were here, “It is just 
what we used to do in ancient times; and I 
wrote to the Church of Rome, telling them 
that as many of them as were baptized into 
Christ were baptized into his death, buried 
with him by baptism into death,” etc.

Now if this doctrine is new to the 
church of Rome, then that is that Church, 
that priesthood, and those members that 
have introduced something new, who are 
departing from the old Christian religion, 
and not the “Mormons.”

This reasoning applies just the same to 
the Church of England. They have just as 
good a right to have a Church in England 
as anywhere else—to have a national 
Church of England by law established, 
but if they are a true Church of God, all of 
them have been buried with Christ in bap-
tism, etc., or the Apostle must have been
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