
was born, in general terms, but the place 
where, and the time when, he was born. 
These were the tidings, “Go to all people.” 
An angel must be a limited being, or be 
very ignorant in geographical knowledge, 
or partake largely of sectarian feelings of 
heart, to bear such tidings to one half of 
the globe, and not to the other.

I knew an infidel once, who did not be-
lieve in the Christian religion, nor in the 
New Testament, nor in the Savior of the 
world. I asked him why he did not be-
lieve this. “Because,” says he, “according 
to the New Testament the manifestation 
of such an important affair was so limited. 
Here was half of the world, according to 
the New Testament, that never heard of it. 
A message so important should have been 
made more public.” “Well,” said I, “if I 
will produce you a record, and a history, as 
well authenticated as the New Testament, 
showing that angels, the risen Savior, holy 
inspired Prophets and Apostles, ministered 
in the western hemisphere, and preached 
the Gospel to every creature, and handed 
it down to ages, will you then believe?” 
“Yes,” he answered, “I will.” I presented 
him the Book of Mormon, which he 
perused. I inquired if he now believed. 
“Yes,” he said, “I do.” And he has lived a 
Christian until now, for aught I know. I 
have seen him in this congregation, and he 
may be here today. His name is Alger.

What objection have you to the hope of 
eternal life being as widely developed as the 
ravages of death, sorrow, and mourning? 
What objection have you to the angels of 
God, Apostles of God, the Son of God, or to 
the Holy Spirit of prophecy being poured out 
in more countries than one? You may say the 
keys of the Gospel were given to the Jewish 
Apostles, but they were so far off as not to be 
able to reach the western hemisphere, even  
if they had had a knowledge of it. Were

there ships and steam vessels to bear them to 
this country? No. Was there any communi-
cation kept up, or was this country known 
to them? No. But the waves, and winds, 
and elements, and the great depths that in-
tervened, even the unexplored ocean, said to 
the ancient Apostles, “Thus far shall ye go, 
and no further.” This ocean however was 
no barrier to the fleet-footed angel of God, 
to the risen Jesus, and to immortal man. 
They could come to this hemisphere, and 
reveal the things of heaven to the people, 
and could rejoice in the same glad tidings, 
whether it was here or in Jerusalem, or if it 
were in the uttermost parts of the earth.

Though Peter was crucified at Rome, 
and Paul suffered in the same manner; 
though Saints of the Most High were 
slaughtered by thousands and tens of thou-
sands, and bled at the feet of Roman altars; 
yet a crucified and risen Redeemer, an-
gels of God, and the Holy Spirit of truth 
that fills all things, were not thus curtailed 
and limited, but could minister truth to 
the uttermost bounds of the universe of 
God, where intelligences were mourning 
in darkness; wherever the ravages of death 
had spread sorrow, wherever there was a 
broken heart to be bound up, or wherever 
there was a despairing mortal to be inspired 
with hope, they could go and tell the glad 
tidings of life and salvation. The Book of 
Mormon says they did come to this con-
tinent. It is a history of their coming, and 
contains the doctrine taught to the people 
here by the risen Jesus, and by his predeces-
sors. In short, the doctrine taught and prac-
ticed in ancient America is there portrayed, 
together with the history of the people.

Again, is this book of no interest  
with regard to the prophetic value? It  
reveals many things not noticed by  
the Jewish Prophets .  Did the old 
Prophets touch upon every item that
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