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pertains to man in other countries? No,

they did not, only in general terms to-

gether with the rest of the world. These

other Prophets portrayed many things

not in their book, though agreeing with

it as far as it goes, but touching events

on which their book is silent.

Has any person any cause to say that

there has not been a multiplicity of reve-

lations, testimony, prophecy, history, and

doctrine developed in various countries

by the same Spirit of God, and by angels?

And is not all this of great worth, to com-

pare, in order to blend it together, that

we may see more clearly the principles

of the doctrine of salvation, and under-

stand prophecy more extensively, espe-

cially in an age when the mind has been

obscured by priestcraft?

If these are the principles of "Mor-

monism," where can you point out an in-

novation on Christianity? "But is this

all?" No, this is not all, and I shall not

tell it all today. I do not know it all yet.

I have been twenty three years learn-

ing "Mormonism," and I know but little

of it. If anyone expects to learn all the

doctrines of "Mormonism," he must learn

more than twenty-three years. For be it

known unto you all, that "Mormonism,"

instead of being confined to a few dogmas

or general truths, opens the floodgates

of all truth and knowledge, and teaches

mankind to retain all the truth they can

already comprehend, and comprehend as

much more as they can all the time.

"Have you not other books?" Yes,

we have histories and compilations of

the dealings of God with us as a peo-

ple. We keep a record, if you must

know not only individually some of us,

but as a Church, as a body, or com-

munity. We have revelation penned,

revelations and visions penned, we have

revelation and prophecy penned, we have

knowledge penned, we have knowledge

and principle penned, we have prin-

ciple and history penned; the history

comprising but a small portion, such as

can be written, revealed to us Latter-

day Saints, and practiced upon; so

that our modern books are like the an-

cient books—a mixture of revelation,

prophecy, history, and doctrine. Has any

person any objections to this? I ask,

should an angel administer to this or

that man, or suppose an open vision was

manifested to him, revealing many pre-

cious truths, would he not be a simple-

ton not to write it? If the power of God,

and the ministering of God, and the vi-

sions of the Almighty are extant in the

world, these will be written. The prac-

tical part of history will be written, for

if all were written, the world would not

contain the books. The ancient Apostles

and Prophets wrote a few of the items re-

vealed to them, and a history of the prac-

tical workings of the system over which

they presided. Do we differ from them?

No.

"Well," says one, "to be plain with

you, Mr. Speaker, we have been taught

to believe that the one book, called the

Bible, contains all the revelations that

God ever revealed to man, therefore it

is an innovation to offer anything else

to the world as a revelation." This is a

tradition of your own, so I have noth-

ing to do with it. The Bible never

taught that to you, nor angels, neither

did any minister of God ever teach it

to you; and if it is a modern sectarian

tradition, it is calculated to bind men

into a cast-iron creed, and the sooner

you break the fetters the better; burst

them asunder, and come out into lib-

erty and freedom, and know and un-

derstand that there is no such doctrine

in the broad principles of eternal truth,

that heaven is full of knowledge, and

the earth ought to be full of Prophets,

heaven and earth full of angels, and both

full of inspiration; and if the inhabi-

tants of all the worlds of the universe

were scribes, every blade of grass a pen,


