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bodied here in the midst of this people,
and from them the rays of heavenly light,
wisdom, and intelligence have spread upon
the wide earth; and the Spirit of the Lord,
that fills immensity, has been poured out
upon its face, giving light to every man
and woman that cometh into this world.
Brethren and sisters, can we realize its
greatness? Arouse the reflecting and reason-
ing faculties with which you are endowed,
reason upon your past experience in this
Church, and then inquire if you are as
happy as you anticipated you would be, if
you have received that which you desired,
if you enjoy that which was once in the
future to you—and what will be your rea-
sonable conclusions? What would an en-
lightened judgment tell you? What would
the spirit of truth decide? That here are the
pure rays of light, here is heaven on earth;
and no argument, no intelligence, no in-
fluence of earth and hell combined could
disprove it, or produce one good reason
to the contrary. You may then ascend to
the powers supreme, and consult the intel-
ligence that fills the bosom of eternity; you
may inquire of the Creator, Organizer, and
Preserver of the Universe, our Father who
is in heaven; you may associate with the
glorious retinue of Saints, angels, martyrs,
and the spirits of just men made perfect;
and they will all, with one voice as it were,
testify to the truth of this work in which
we are engaged. On the other hand, noth-
ing short of the power of the Almighty,
nothing short of the Holy Spirit of Jesus
Christ, can prove to you that this is the
work of God. Men uninspired of God
cannot by their worldly wisdom disprove
it, or prevail against it; neither can they
by wisdom alone prove it to be true,
either to themselves or to others. Their
not being able to prevail against it does
not prove it to be the kingdom of God,
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for there are many theories and systems
on the earth, incontrovertible by the wis-
dom of the world, which are nevertheless
false. Nothing less than the power of the
Almighty, enlightening the understand-
ings of men, can demonstrate this glorious
truth to the human mind.

When you were in your native homes in
the old countries and in the United States,
before you gathered with the people of
God, what were your thoughts and expec-
tations, when you looked forward to the
period of your being embodied with the
Saints? What were the vision of your mind,
and the operations of the Spirit upon your
understanding? When you were gathered
with the Saints of the Most High, and be-
came associated as a brother, a sister, and
a neighbor with that blessed society, you
expected to enjoy the manifestations of the
Lord Jesus Christ, to walk in the light of his
countenance, and by the power of the Holy
Ghost have the oracles of truth revealed to
you continually, and that you would be in
heaven, and in the Zion of the Lord. These
were your expectations. You did not expect
to hear the name of the God we serve blas-
phemed from morning until evening; you
expected to be delivered from hearing the
blasphemies of your wicked shopmates,
from the tyranny of your ungodly employ-
ers, and from the persecutions of the big-
oted religionists, who were all united to pick
you to pieces, and destroy you both tempo-
rally and spiritually, if it were possible; on
one side you were sheared, and on the other
shaved. You were annoyed with the un-
godly conversation and filthy deeds of your
neighbors, your peace was destroyed, and
you could not enjoy that happiness held out
to you in the Gospel; yet you felt the influ-
ence of the spirit of truth burning in your
heart, which kindled in you a longing desire
to mingle with the Saints; you would
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