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If you are cheated out of your crown at

last, who has cheated you? These ques-

tions may apply in different ways. They

may apply to the business operations of

the world, as well as to the grace of God

in the heart, and the salvation of the

soul. It is to the latter I wish them more

particularly to apply. Who has influ-

ence over any one of you, to cause you to

miss salvation in the celestial kingdom

of God? I will answer these questions for

myself. If brother Brigham and I shall

take a wrong track, and be shut out of

the kingdom of heaven, no person will be

to blame but brother Brigham and I. I

am the only being in heaven, earth, or

hell, that can be blamed.

This will equally apply to every

Latter-day Saint. Salvation is an indi-

vidual operation. I am the only person

that can possibly save myself. When

salvation is sent to me, I can reject or

receive it. In receiving it, I yield im-

plicit obedience and submission to its

great Author throughout my life, and

to those whom He shall appoint to in-

struct me; in rejecting it, I follow the

dictates of my own will in preference to

the will of my Creator. There are those

among this people who are influenced,

controlled, and biased in their thoughts,

actions, and feelings by some other in-

dividual or family, on whom they place

their dependence for spiritual and tem-

poral instruction, and for salvation in

the end. These persons do not depend

upon themselves for salvation, but upon

another of their poor, weak, fellow mor-

tals. "I do not depend upon any in-

herent goodness of my own," say they,

"to introduce me into the kingdom of

glory, but I depend upon you, brother

Joseph, upon you, brother Brigham,

upon you, brother Heber, or upon you,

brother James; I believe your judgment

is superior to mine, and consequently

I let you judge for me; your spirit is

better than mine, therefore you can do

good for me; I will submit myself wholly

to you, and place in you all my confi-

dence for life and salvation; where you

go I will go, and where you tarry there

I will stay; expecting that you will intro-

duce me through the gates into the heav-

enly Jerusalem."

I wish to notice this. We read in the

Bible, that there is one glory of the sun,

another glory of the moon, and another

glory of the stars. In the Book of Doc-

trine and Covenants, these glories are

called telestial, terrestrial, and celestial,

which is the highest. These are worlds,

different departments, or mansions, in

our Father's house. Now those men, or

those women, who know no more about

the power of God, and the influences of

the Holy Spirit, than to be led entirely

by another person, suspending their own

understanding, and pinning their faith

upon another's sleeve, will never be ca-

pable of entering into the celestial glory,

to be crowned as they anticipate; they

will never be capable of becoming Gods.

They cannot rule themselves, to say

nothing of ruling others, but they must

be dictated to in every trifle, like a child.

They cannot control themselves in the

least, but James, Peter, or somebody

else must control them. They never

can become Gods, nor be crowned as

rulers with glory, immortality, and eter-

nal lives. They never can hold scepters

of glory, majesty, and power in the ce-

lestial kingdom. Who will? Those who

are valiant and inspired with the true in-

dependence of heaven, who will go forth

boldly in the service of their God, leav-

ing others to do as they please, deter-

mined to do right, though all mankind

besides should take the opposite course.

Will this apply to any of you? Your own

hearts can answer. Do you know what is

right and just, as well as I do? In some

things you do, and in some things you


