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nearly penniless, and, in many respects,

comparatively destitute, and with no one

to take you by the hand, or your friends

are not here, or, if they are, and do not

hail you as you think they ought, be of

good cheer, and let not your hearts be

sad, knowing you are doing right, and

have gathered according to the word of

the Lord.

If you look about you and see the

Saints who have been here some years,

and the choice locations taken up by

them, and you are still at the foot of the

hill apparently, do not fret your souls; re-

member that those brethren made the

roads to this place, killed the snakes,

or gently turned them out of their path,

made the bridges, opened the canyons,

made the fences, ploughed the ground,

and worked in the wet and cold, in the

midst of hunger and privation, to the

best of their ability, more than any por-

tion of this people have. Have they not

worked to obtain what they have now

got? If you look at it with a single eye, it

is marvelous to see the kingdom of God

at this day. After being here only six

years; after being driven from Nauvoo,

and suffering the toils of a wilderness

life among savages and wolves, to see it

at the present time is indeed comfort-

ing and cheering; the aspect is promis-

ing beyond all we could have anticipated,

or almost what could have been wished.

Does it not make your souls rejoice in the

Lord, that He has established His peo-

ple, and to realize that you are blessed

above measure in having a name and a

place in this city or territory? You are

better off this afternoon in this place,

in rags, and begging your bread, than

in England, Scotland, or Wales, earn-

ing one hundred pounds per annum.

You would there be dwelling among the

cloudy mists of Babylon, where you dare

not say your souls were your own. You

could make but little advancement in

your holy religion there; but here you

can receive words of life from those

whom God has appointed to lead His

people into the way of salvation. Be

careful now, that the good Spirit which

has accompanied you in the old world,

and dwelt with you in the ship across

the sea, and has sustained you and

your teams while crossing the plains—

be careful that you retain it, and make it

your counselor here.

I know how natural it is for the Saints

who come from abroad to be very dili-

gent in inspecting God's people, to see if

they are as righteous as they ought to be;

but they forget they have a duty to per-

form to themselves. As one of old said,

"the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor

the ear with hearing," but they forget to

look at themselves; the spirit of murmur-

ing and complaining takes possession of

them, and you may see them wander-

ing about in sorrow, affliction, and grief;

and what is worse than all, they have

brought it upon themselves, because they

have not retained the fellowship of the

Holy Spirit through faithfulness of con-

duct, and away they go to California. I

felt to speak these things to you, that

you might be admonished at the present

time to faithfulness, and that you might

rejoice in the assembly of God's peo-

ple, that you had been brought over the

mountains to this place in safety. I feel

to magnify the name of the Lord to see

so many of you, and pray that those who

are still journeying on the plains may be

safely brought in.

In coming here, you cannot, as in-

dividuals, know all things that are be-

fore you. You are now dwelling in

a society that differs from any you

ever dwelt in. The circumstances of

life are all different, and the business

arrangements different, to those you

have been used to in the old coun-

try. It is necessary that you look about

you for a season, find out whom you

are among, and know the condition

and nature of the elements and state


