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of the society, that you may drop into

business through the fellowship of your

brethren and sisters, and take hold with

them in the different branches of busi-

ness that are carried on here for the com-

forts of life. You Elders, who have been

in that country, preaching and building

up Branches of the Church there; you

that have taken up your cross, and gone

from your homes, and warned the inhab-

itants of the earth where you have la-

bored, the Lord went with you, when you

went in the name of Jesus; His Spirit

was upon you, and you were the means of

building up Churches, and of doingmuch

good in various ways; that same Spirit

will be with you when you go to labor in

the canyons, or do anything else, if you

will nourish it, and not cast it from you.

Peradventure in the canyons you may

need its premonitions most when your

life or limb may be in jeopardy. This, my

brethren, is the rock upon which many

Saints split—they leave the way of truth,

they step aside from the rugged path

of duty which they have been wont to

walk in, and, feeling a degree of ease and

safety, as they suppose, on arriving here,

they forget their prayers, and that they

have need to continue to increase their

fellowship with the Holy Spirit; they

leave off their duties, and, ere they are

aware of it, they are left to themselves.

It is said that the females are the

ones by whom the nations are ruled. It

is certain that the females have neces-

sarily great influence upon the whole

community, and especially upon the ris-

ing generation. Allow me a word with

the sisters. In your associations and

visiting with those about you, when

you find a sister or brother that can

speak evil of dignities with impunity,

and can find fault with what is be-

ing done by the Church, and can-

not do any good themselves (for such

folks cannot do anything themselves

but bark and snarl like the dog in the

manger), when you get into the society

of such people, you will take notes, if you

do as I do, and seek the company of those

who will speak well of the brethren and

sisters, and then you may expect they

will speak well of you. When you asso-

ciate with those who speak well of the

truth, their counsels will edify you, and

their words will be seasoned with grace

to your edification and instruction, and

the clouds of adversity that rest down

upon you will vanish away.

You will find Saints living about you,

that have the good Spirit, and can give

you the word of comfort, and take you by

the hand and pour the oil of consolation

into your heart, and do you good in the

name of the Lord. If you seek that kind

of society, you will tend upwards towards

the realms of light, in duty and intelli-

gence. By taking this course, you will be

cultivating the same good Spirit in your

own hearts, that you see in the hearts,

examples, and general conduct of your

brethren and sisters around you, and

which is most conspicuous in those who

are called to lead and direct in the Priest-

hood. On the other hand, if you come in

here, with the intention to be right down

sharp, careful to watch and to criticize

your brethren very closely, you will find

all the evil you look for, and see imper-

fections which the cloak of charity and

good will would have covered, had you

possessed it yourself. You never were

among a people where men talked as

they meant, and meant what they said,

so near as in this place. If you feel to take

advantage of your brother or your sister,

you may, but it will not be good for your

soul; it will be money badly earned. But

if you come here with a frank and hon-

est heart, and prepared to speak and act

without hypocrisy, and just as you feel,

you will find yourselves among a com-

munity of brethren and sisters that are


