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ready to aid, comfort, and bless you. If

you look with your eyes, as I did with

mine when I came home from England,

you will find your brethren and sisters to

be such kind of beings, whose good works

you will wish to emulate.

Take the wisest course to grow in

grace, and in the knowledge of the truth;

and the only way is by attending dili-

gently to your prayers, and walking in

the light of God's Spirit. You will find

that condescension in the hearts of your

brethren, that love and charity abound-

ing in their bosoms that if you are in ad-

versity and need they will extend a help-

ing hand, and comfort you, and do you

good, and will not charge you one hun-

dred percent interest either. I have to

say that if you have come to these val-

leys determined, as for you and yours, to

serve the Lord, you will find it the easi-

est thing in the world to fellowship with

those whose hearts run together like two

drops of water, and you will be blessed,

as also will those with whom you asso-

ciate. You have arrived at a juncture of

your life where two ways branch out; if

you wish to travel downward, the great

depot of that route is California; if up-

ward, the great depot on that road is this

city, these men that surround me in this

stand. You do not know what you may be

called upon to do. I do not know what

I may be called upon to do before this

Conference comes to a close, in addition

to what is already laid upon me here at

home. It is necessary to be always ready;

and if you live as you ought, you will

always be ready, and nothing will come

wrong to you; and if you always live that

way, you may always be as happy as you

wish to be.

The work we are called unto in these

last days, calls upon us not to nar-

row our minds down to the building of

a piece of fence, to the enclosing of a

piece of land, or to the putting up of

a house, alone; but it is our duty while

seeking to make an inheritance here, to

reach out our prayers in faith and sup-

plication for the general good, and with

becoming liberality feel after those who

are to enjoy the same blessings we en-

joy. We have our duties to ourselves and

families to perform, and our daily and

hourly duties to our God; but there is a

duty we owe, in common with all God's

people, to those who are not yet gath-

ered from the house of bondage. How

many of the Israel of God are there sit-

ting in darkness, in distant nations, that

have not the light proclaimed to them?

Have we come home here to sit down in

ease, and let them go down to the grave

in ignorance? If we have, we mistake the

matter, and in the end will find we shall

come short of that glory and reward we

anticipate. You have come here to obtain

inheritances for yourselves and families,

and for your generations forever, in righ-

teousness, as God shall give you power

to do. You have, in connection with this,

to build up the kingdom of God, to pay

tithing, and be ready to fill every office

and duty that is put upon you, making

the kingdom of God the first and fore-

most in your affections and attention,

and yourselves and families a secondary

consideration; and this Gospel has to be

borne off among the nations of the earth.

How good it is for us to hear, by the

monthly mails, how many there are con-

tinually witnessing afar off to the for-

giveness of sins through the Gospel. We

ought to remember them, and be pre-

pared for whatever may be expected at

our hands in those far off regions. Let

us not settle down, and become sordid

in our affections to anything earthly. It

is our duty to seek first the kingdom of

God, and the promise is that other things

shall be added unto us.
The Lord has manifested His readi-

ness, and determination of purpose, to


