GATHERING THE POOR, ETC.

being a speculator. I never denied being
a miser, or of feeling eager for riches; but
some men will chase a picayune five thou-
sand miles when I would not turn round
for it, and yet we are preachers of the same
Gospel, and brethren in the same kingdom
of God. You may consider this is a little
strong; but the speculation I am after, is to
exchange this world, which, in its present
state, passes away, for a world that is eter-
nal and unchangeable, for a glorified world
filled with eternal riches, for the world that
is made an inheritance for the Gods of
eternity.

The plan is to make everything bend to
the revelations of God; this is the object
of our Priesthood—to bring into requisi-
tion every good thing, and make it bear
for the accomplishment of the main point
we have in view; and when we get through
we shall reap the reward of the just, and
get all our hearts can anticipate or desire.
To lay plans for the attainment of this, is
just as necessary as for a merchant to lay
plans to get earthly riches by buying and
selling merchandise. It is for us to lay plans
to secure to ourselves eternal lives, which
is just as necessary as it is for the miser to
lay plans to amass a great amount of gold
upon the earth; and it is for us to engage in
it systematically.

I say to the poor, PAY YOUR DEBTS TO
THE PERPETUAL EMIGRATING FUnD; and
to the rich, HELP THE POOR; and this will
bring wealth and strength, by each one, ac-
cording to his ability, calling, and means,
assisting in every point and place in this
great speculation for kingdoms, thrones,
principalities and powers. It is said union
is strength; and that is enough; if we
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get that, we shall have power. This is the
plan for us to work upon, and I wish the
brethren to whisper this around among
their neighbors, when they go out of this
tabernacle, and say, “What can we give to
the Perpetual Emigrating Fund? Can we
give anything this season?” We will not
refuse help from the sisters. Do you ask
how small an amount we will take? We
will take from a pin to a bed quilt; but be
sure, when you bring a pin, that you have
not many other things in your trunk that
would be useful, more than you at pres-
ent need; for if you bring a pin under such
circumstances, you cannot receive a bless-
ing, and the reward it is entitled to. If the
clothing you wear each day is all you have,
and you have need to borrow a shawl to go
out in, and you have only a pin to bestow,
bring that, and you shall receive a blessing.

We think it is not necessary to give you
the report of the Perpetual Emigrating
Fund this Conference. It is doing well,
but we want it to do a great deal better.
We want to swell the operation, and bring
the poor from the nations by scores of
thousands instead of by hundreds. This
embraces what I wished to lay before the
Conference upon this point.

Before the Conference is concluded we
shall call for quite a number of Elders. It was
anticipated that our missionaries would have
been called at the August Conference of this
year, but we will call a considerable num-
ber this Conference. You need not inquire
where we want you to go, for it will be told
you when you are ready. Prepare your mind
and circumstances against that time, for we
wish to send the Gospel to Israel.

May the Lord bless you. Amen.
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