
English language, it is in my religion, it is a 
part of my faith. Or if an Elder shall give us 
a lecture upon astronomy, chemistry, or ge-
ology, our religion embraces it all. It matters 
not what the subject be, if it tends to im-
prove the mind, exalt the feelings, and en-
large the capacity. The truth that is in all the 
arts and sciences forms a part of our religion. 
Faith is no more a part of it than any other 
true principle of philosophy. Were I to give 
you a lecture today upon farming, would I 
be speaking upon a matter that transcends 
the bounds of our religion? Agriculture is a 
part of it as well as any other truth. Were I 
to lecture on business principles of any kind, 
our religion embraces it; and what it does 
not circumscribe, it would be well for us to 
dispense with at once and forever.

This language may come in contact 
with the prejudices of many people, and 
I will add, of all people, unless they have 
been schooled in “Mormonism.” It comes 
in contact with the traditions, prejudices, 
and feelings of former years, when the al-
pha and omega of our religion consisted in 
singing, preaching, exhorting, and shouting 
“Glory, hallelujah, praise the Lord!” And 
when Monday morning came, we would 
go to our farms, to our merchandise, to our 
mechanism, and to what we called our dull 
business of life, which we considered did 
not belong to our religion. These are the 
traditions of the world, but it is not so with 
us; we have learned the Gospel better.

I am aware how easy it is for the mind 
of man to become entangled with the de-
ceitfulness of riches, for I am somewhat 
experienced in the spirit of the world. 
How easy it is for the love of the world to 
take possession of the hearts of the human 
family! How easy it is for their minds to  
become darkened by the god of this  
world, and, become like the eyes of the 
fool, which are in the ends of the earth,

seeking for gold and silver, and for the 
riches, grandeur, popularity, and titles of 
this world. If the religion we possess does 
not control and reign predominant over 
every other principle and feeling, we have 
not been schooled in it so as to learn our 
lessons correctly—we are not masters of 
this heavenly science. If the Latter-day 
Saints have not been schooled enough to 
realize that all things which pertain to this 
world—riches, honors, worldly grandeur, 
and worldly titles, are not wholly subser-
vient to their religion, they are not fully 
skilled in their profession. Are you aware of 
this? Do the Latter-day Saints individually 
realize the circumstances in which they are 
placed, the position they occupy in human 
society, in the midst of the Church of Jesus 
Christ? How many are there here today 
who realize as they ought their standing 
with God and man, and who understand 
precisely their position in life, their rela-
tionship with angels, and the destinies of 
Providence? Here are many who have been 
in the Church for years—are they masters, 
or are they yet only scholars? Are they fa-
thers, or yet only babes? Have they need 
to be taught what are the rudiments of the 
doctrine of Christ, or are they capable of 
teaching them to the human family, point-
ing out the way of life and salvation? Many 
are capable. If we have learned our lessons 
well, while we teach the way of life and sal-
vation to others, we shall exemplify it in 
our own lives. How many of my hearers 
possess the mastery over themselves, can 
keep the angry spirit of wrath under the 
empire of reason, and cannot be prejudiced 
against their brethren? Select the men or 
women who are capable of judging a righ-
teous judgment, who can weigh exactly the 
life and conduct of their neighbors in the 
balance of justice, mercy, and truth? Are 
there any? I hope there are many.
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