
ten families and put them together; from the 
lips of the nine, whose property has gone 
into the hands of the wicked, you will not 
hear one murmur or complaint, where you 
will hear a hundred from him who has dis-
posed of his money to help the poor Saints 
to gather to Zion. I am now telling you what 
I know to be true, for I have watched this 
item of human life from the beginning.

Allow me here to say to the Saints, that I 
have accumulated a great amount of wealth 
in my time; and I call upon all who are ac-
quainted with me, to bear witness, if they 
can, that I have ever distressed a man for 
what he owes me, or crowded any person 
in the least. Have I ever turned the widow 
and the orphan empty away, or the poor 
man hungry from my door or purse, if I had 
a dime in it? Have I ever taken a brother 
by the throat and said—“Pay me that thou 
owest me?” No. But I have stacks of notes 
against them, amounting to over thirty thou-
sand dollars. I boast not of this, but present 
the picture as an example for you to follow.

When poor, miserable curses, who 
would cut our throats, get means from a 
member of this Church, it hurts my feel-
ings. How much better would it be to 
hand it over to the proper person, say-
ing—“Take this, feed the poor Saints, and 
do good with it?” Who can realize that the 
Lord can put a great amount of property 
in his hands in a short time, or take it from 
him again? I can realize this to a consid-
erable degree. I may have thousands of 
wealth locked up today, and hold checks 
for immense sums on the best banking 
institutions in the world, but have I any 
surety that I shall be worth a cent tomor-
row morning? Not the least. The Lord 
Almighty can send fire and destruction 
when He pleases, destroying towns and 
swallowing up cities in the bellowing earth-
quake. He can set up kingdoms, and make

communities wealthy, and bring them to 
poverty, at His pleasure. When He pleases, 
He can give them wealth, comfort, and 
ease, and, on the other hand, torment 
them with poverty, distress, and sore afflic-
tions. Who can realize this? All the world 
ought, and especially the Saints.

I wish to impress another thing upon 
your minds. An Elder, who is willing to 
preach the Gospel, borrows a hundred or a 
thousand dollars from you, and you never 
breathe the first complaint against him, until 
you came home to this valley, but after you 
have been here for a few days, you follow 
me round and fill my ears with complaints 
against this brother, and ask me what he 
has done with your money? I say, “I do not 
know.” Thus you are distressed and in mis-
ery, all the day long, to get it back again. If 
an Elder has borrowed from you, and you 
find he is going to apostatize, then you may 
tighten the screws upon him; but if he is 
willing to preach the Gospel, without purse 
or scrip, it is none of your business what he 
does with the money he has borrowed from 
you. The doctrine of brother Joseph is, that 
not one dollar you possess is your own; and 
if the Lord wants it to use, let it go, and it is 
none of your business what He does with it. 
Should it be laid out to pamper the lazy? No; 
but you can see those who have been out on 
missions, working in the canyons, and tra-
versing the country right and left, trying to 
get a living by the work of their hands.

But you say, “What has he done with 
my money?” He has, perhaps, helped 
that poor family to gather with it, or they 
would not have been here. If you mur-
mur against that Elder, it will prove your 
damnation. The money was not yours, but 
the Lord Almighty put it into your hands 
to see what you would do with it. The 
gold, the silver, the wheat, the fine flour, 
the buffalo, the deer, and the cattle on
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