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gins to retrograde; his natural abilities

will begin to contract, and so he will con-

tinue to decrease, until all he knew is

lost in the chaos of forgetfulness. As we

understand naturally, this is the conclu-

sion we must come to, if a termination to

the increase of life and the acquisition of

knowledge is true.

Because of the weakness of human

nature, it must crumble to the dust. But

in all the revolutions and changes in the

existence of men, in the eternal world

which they inhabit, and in the knowl-

edge they have obtained as people on the

earth, there is no such thing as principle,

power, wisdom, knowledge, life, position,

or anything that can be imagined, that

remains stationary—they must increase

or decrease.

To me, life is increase; death is the

opposite. When our fellow creatures die,

is it the death we talk about? The ideas

we have of it are conceived in the mind,

according to a false tradition. Death

does not mean what we naturally think

it means. Apparently it destroys, puts

out of existence, and leaves empty space,

but there is no such death as this. Death,

in reality, is to decompose or decrease,

and life is to increase.

Much is written in the Bible, and in

the other revelations of God, and much

is said by the people, publicly and pri-

vately, upon this subject. Life and death

are in the world, and all are acquainted

with them more or less. We live, we die,

we are, we are not, are mixed up in the

conversation of every person, to a lesser

or a greater degree. Why is it so? Be-

cause all creation is in progress; com-

ing into existence, and going out of exis-

tence, as we use the terms; but another

form of language fits this phenomenon

of nature much better, (viz.) form-

ing, growing, increasing, then begins the

opposite operation—decreasing, decom-

position, returning back to native ele-

ment, &c. These revolutions we measur-

ably understand.

But to simply take the path pointed

out in the Gospel, by those who have

given us the plan of salvation, is to

take the path that leads to life, to eter-

nal increase; it is to pursue that course

wherein we shall NEVER, NEVER lose

what we obtain, but continue to collect,

to gather together, to increase, to spread

abroad, and extend to an endless dura-

tion. Those persons who strive to gain

ETERNAL LIFE, gain that which will pro-

duce the increase their hearts will be

satisfied with. Nothing less than the

privilege of increasing eternally, in every

sense of the word, can satisfy the immor-

tal spirit. If the endless stream of knowl-

edge from the eternal fountain could all

be drunk in by organized intelligences,

so sure immortality would come to an

end, and all eternity be thrown upon the

retrograde path.

If mankind will choose the opposite

to life held out in the Gospel, it will

lead them to dissolution, to decomposi-

tion, to death; they will be destroyed,

but not as it is commonly understood;

For instance, we would have destroyed

more of the material called flour, had we

possessed it this spring in greater abun-

dance. We should have destroyed more

of the wood that grows on the moun-

tains, could we have got it with more

ease, which seems to us to be utterly de-

stroyed when it is consumed with fire.

But such is not the case, it will exist

in native element. That which is con-

sumed by eating, or by burning, is noth-

ing more than simply reduced to another

shape, in which it is ready for another

process of action. We grow, and we be-

hold all the visible creation growing and

increasing, and continuing to increase,

until it has arrived at its zenith, at which

point it begins to decompose. This is

the nature of all things which consti-

tute this organized world. Even the

solid rocks in the mountains continue to


