
grow until they have come to their perfec-
tion, at which point they begin to decom-
pose. The forests grow, increase, extend, 
and spread abroad their branches until 
they attain a certain age. What then? Do 
they die? Are they annihilated? No! They 
begin to decompose, and pass into native 
element. Men, and all things upon the 
earth, are subject to the same process.

We say this is natural, and easy to com-
prehend, being plainly manifested before 
our eyes. It is easy to see anything in sight; 
but hard, very hard, to see anything out of 
sight.

If I look through my telescope, and 
my friends inquire how far I can see, I tell 
them I can see anything in sight, no matter 
how far from me the object may be; but I 
cannot see anything out of sight, or that 
which is beyond the power of the instru-
ment. So it is in the intellectual faculties 
of mankind; it is easy for them to see that 
which is before their eyes, but when the 
object is out of sight, it is a difficult mat-
ter for them to see it; and they are at a loss 
how to form an estimate of it, or what po-
sition to put themselves in, so as to see the 
object they desire to see.

In regard to eternal things, they are all out 
of sight to them, and will so remain, unless 
the Lord lifts the curtain. The only reason 
why I cannot see the heavy range of moun-
tains situated in the Middle States of the 
American Confederacy, is because of the nat-
ural elevations that raise themselves betwixt 
me and them, above the level of my eye, 
making them out of sight to me. Why cannot 
we behold all things in space? Because there 
is a curtain dropped, which makes them out 
of sight to us. Why cannot we behold the 
inhabitants in Kolob, or the inhabitants in 
any of those distant planets? For the same 
reason; because there is a curtain dropped 
that interrupts our vision. So it is, some-

thing intervenes between us and them, 
which we cannot penetrate. We are short 
sighted, and deprived of the knowledge 
which we might have. I might say this is 
right without offering any explanation.

But there are many reasons, and much 
good sound logic that could be produced, 
showing why we are thus in the dark 
touching eternal things. If our agency was 
not given to us, we might, perhaps, now 
have been enjoying that we do not enjoy. 
On the other hand, if our agency had not 
been given to us, we could never have en-
joyed that we now enjoy. Which would 
produce the greatest good to man, to give 
him his agency, and draw a veil over him, 
or, to give him certain blessings and privi-
leges, let him live in a certain degree of 
light, and enjoy a certain glory, and take 
his agency from him, compelling him to 
remain in that position, without any pos-
sible chance of progress? I say, the greatest 
good that could be produced by the all wise 
Conductor of the universe to His creature, 
man, was to do just as He has done—bring 
him forth on the face of the earth, drawing 
a veil before his eyes. He has caused us to 
forget everything we once knew before our 
spirits entered within this veil of flesh. For 
instance, it is like this: when we lie down 
to sleep, our minds are often as bright and 
active as the mind of an angel, at least they 
are as active as when our bodies are awake. 
They will range over the earth, visit dis-
tant friends, and, for aught we know, the 
planets, and accomplish great feats; do that 
which will enhance our happiness, increase 
to us every enjoyment of life, and prepare 
us for celestial glory; but when we wake in 
the morning, it is all gone from us; we have 
forgotten it. This illustration will explain in 
part the nature of the veil which is over the 
inhabitants of the earth; they have forgotten 
that they once knew. This is right; were it

LIFE AND DEATH, ETC. 351

JOD Vol 1-LIVE.indd   351JOD Vol 1-LIVE.indd   351 5/13/20   8:39 PM5/13/20   8:39 PM


