LIFE AND DEATH, ETC.

tical part of our religion is that which more
particularly interests me. Still my mind
reflects upon life, death, eternity, knowl-
edge, wisdom, the expansion of the soul,
and the knowledge of the Gods that are,
that have been, and that are to be. What
shall we say? We are lost in the depth of
our own thoughts. Suppose we say there
was once a beginning to all things, then
we must conclude there will undoubtedly
be an end. Can eternity be circumscribed?
If it can, there is an end of all wisdom,
knowledge, power, and glory—all will sink
into eternal annihilation.

What is life to you and me? It is the ut-
most extent of our desires. Do you wish to
increase, to continue? Do you wish to pos-
sess kingdoms and thrones, principalities
and powers; to exist, and continue to exist;
to grow in understanding, in wisdom, in
knowledge, in power, and in glory through-
out an endless duration? Why, yes, is the
reply natural to every heart that has been
warmed with the lifegiving influences of the
Holy Ghost. And when we have lived, and
gathered around us more kingdoms and
creations than it is possible for the mind of
mortals to comprehend, (just think of it,
and how it commenced like a grain of mus-
tard seed, cast into the ground!) then, I may
say we could comprehend the very dawn-
ing of eternity, which term I use to accom-
modate the idea in my mind, not that it
will at all apply to eternity. When you have
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reached this stage in the onward course of
your progression, you will be perfectly sat-
isfied not to be in a hurry.

The inquiry should not be, if the prin-
ciples of the Gospel will put us in posses-
sion of the earth, of this farm, that piece
of property, of a few thousand pounds, or
as many thousand dollars, but, if they will
put us in possession of principles that are
endless, and calculated in their nature for
an eternal increase; that is, to add life to
life, being to being, kingdom to kingdom,
principle to principle, power to power,
thrones to thrones, dominions to domin-
ions, and crowns to crowns.

When we have lived long enough by
following out the principles that are dura-
ble, that are tangible, that are calculated in
their nature to produce endless life—I say,
when we have lived long enough in them
to see the least Saint, that can be possibly
called a Saint, in possession of more solar
systems like this than it is possible for mor-
tals to number, or than there are stars in
the firmament of heaven visible, or sands
on the seashore, we shall then have a faint
idea of eternity, and begin to realize that
we are in the midst of it.

Brethren, you that have the principles
of life in you, be sure you are gathering
around you kindred principles, that will
endure to all eternity.

I do not desire to talk any more at this
time.
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