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yet my spirit rejoiced to hear the princi-

ples of truth that were advanced, and in

the things that were developed and fully

made manifest by the Spirit of the Most

High God.

Associated as we are with the king-

dom of God, we may reasonably expect,

so long as we do our duty before the

Lord, to have continual developments of

light, truth, and intelligence, that em-

anate from the great God, for the guid-

ance, direction, salvation, and exaltation

of this people, whether it relates to time,

or to eternity; for everything we have to

do with is eternal; and when we speak

of time and eternity, they are only rel-

ative terms which we attach to things

that are present; and things that are to

come, and things that are past. But in

relation to ourselves as individuals, we

are eternal beings, although we occupy

a certain space of eternity called time;

in relation to the Gospel we preach, it is

eternal; in relation to the Priesthood, it

is eternal; in relation to our covenants

and obligations, they are eternal; in re-

lation to our promises, prospects, and

hopes, they are eternal. And while we

are acting upon this stage of being, we

are merely commencing a state of things

that will exist while countless ages shall

roll along; and if we have right views

and right feelings, and entertain cor-

rect principles as eternal beings, all our

thoughts, our actions, our prospects—

all our energies and our lives, will be

engaged in laying a foundation upon

which to build a superstructure that will

be permanent, lasting, and enduring as

the throne of the great Jehovah; and if

anything is short of this, it is short of

the mark of the high calling whereunto

we may or ought to arrive; and many

of the little incidents and occurrence of

life that we have to pass through, are

transient in comparison to the things

that are to come; and yet all these

little things are so many links in the

great chain of our existence, of our hopes

and prospects.

There are many things that seem to

us trials and difficulties, that perplex,

annoy, and harass our spirits; yet these

very things, as one justly observed, are

blessings in disguise, so many helps to

us to develop our weaknesses and infir-

mities, and lead us to put our trust in

God, and rely upon Him to give us a

knowledge of ourselves, of our neighbors,

and of the work of God; they have a ten-

dency to develop principles of worth to

ourminds, and thus they serve as school-

masters, helps, and instructors, and are

to us as many blessings in disguise. In

fact all things that we have to do with

in the world, whether they are adver-

sity or prosperity, whether they relate

to ourselves or to others, if rightly ap-

preciated and understood, may teach us

a lesson that will be to our joy, prob-

ably not only in time, but in all eter-

nity. We must know ourselves, learn

what is in our nature—our weakness,

our strength, our wisdom, our folly; and

the like things that dwell in others, that

we may learn to appreciate true and

correct principles, and be governed by

them whenever they are developed; that

we may learn to set a just value upon

all sublunary things, that we may not

value them above their real value, and

that we may neither value ourselves

nor others above our or their worth;

that we may learn to look upon our-

selves as eternal beings, acting in every-

thing with a reference to eternity; that

we may by and by secure to ourselves
eternal exaltations, thrones, principalities,

and powers in the eternal worlds.

These are some of my feelings in

relation to everyday affairs and occur-

rences in life, and the things with

which I am surrounded, and I feel

anxious every day, when I feel right,

to make an improvement today, in

something that will benefit me or oth-

ers in relation to eternity, as well


