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stroy the inhabitants of the old world,

the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, or

other places. Why? Because it was the

destruction of so much human life. But

do they know the whys and the where-

fores of that? No. In the same way

they look upon Moses, Joshua, and some

other eminent men of God, who were

called forth to execute His judgments,

and accomplish His designs—root out

the wicked, destroy the ungodly, and es-

tablish the principles of righteousness.

They would look upon their acts as acts

of cruelty, tyranny and oppression. Why

so? Because they can conceive of no other

idea than that which dwells in their own

bosoms; there dwells the principle of re-

venge, or ambition, and they know of no

other motive that could prompt God to

do as He has in the destruction of the

wicked at sundry times. In the same

way men judge us in relation to our mat-

rimonial relations; if a man is associ-

ated with more females than one in the

world, they cannot look upon it in any

other way than lasciviousness and adul-

tery, the very principles that predomi-

nate in themselves; they have no other

idea. Our situation, our conduct, and our

proceedings, to their feelings and views,

are outrageous and abominable and this

they believe in all sincerity. Why? Be-

cause they know of no other principle

than that, they have not been enlight-

ened, they do not understand the end

from the beginning, the whys and the

wherefores; if they did, they would know

that virtue, purity, and strict integrity

dwell in the bosoms of the Saints, and

that they are governed by correct, virtu-

ous, and holy principles, and a thousand

times more so than ever they dreamed

of in their lives. This is so with regard

to their views of the transactions of God

with the wicked in former ages.

The whole antediluvian world was

enveloped in corruption; they had

forsaken God, the Father and fountain

of their existence, and the giver of ev-

ery good and perfect gift, yielding sub-

mission to the powers of the adversary

in a state of darkness and ignorance, liv-

ing and propagating their species innu-

merable in that state of corruption, de-

praving themselves morally and intel-

lectually, forsaking God, and teaching

nothing but principles that were corrupt

and abominable. Look at the world in

that state, and consider God as their

Father, and themselves as eternal be-

ings, and propagating eternal beings in

a state of the deepest depravity; look at

things that awaited them in the future,

the position they stood in, the misery

theymust endure in the future after they

had lived here, the trouble and position

they had got to be placed in before ever

they could get back to the presence of

their Father; think of millions and mil-

lions of people living and dying in this,

and bringing millions of individuals into

the world, that had got to bear their fa-

thers' sins, cursed with their curse, and

living and dying in their corruption still

more increased, to be damned and go to

hell, to be redeemed before they could

be brought back again into the presence

of their Creator—taking this view of the

matter, can you say that God was un-

just, cruel, and tyrannical for destroy-

ing such a people as that? No; for

there were millions of unborn spirits to

come into this world and inhabit these

depraved bodies, and become subject to

the corruptions of a depraved parentage;

for there was not a righteous genera-

tion, for the whole earth had corrupted

themselves. He had power to put a stop

to the propagation of such corruption,

but, had He not done it, would He have

acted righteously to those yet unborn?

Would He be doing justice to His creation

upon the earth to let the devil bear rule

and universal sway, and never put forth

His hand to stop mankind in their mad


