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career? Every man of reflection would

look upon the destruction of such de-

praved beings as an act of mercy, thus

stopping those growing evils by cutting

off the life of man from the earth, and

stopping the onward course of that vile

seed.

What is the reason men form wrong

judgments about such things? It is

because they do not understand and

comprehend correct principles, because

they do not possess the visions of the

Almighty; they understand not the end

from the beginning, neither do they com-

prehend the designs of the Great Jeho-

vah; if they did, they would have very

different feelings and ideas in relation to

the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

and the old world, with all their abom-

inations and corruptions, and in rela-

tion to the doings of Moses and Joshua,

and other men of God, who were set

apart to keep in order affairs pertain-

ing to the kingdom of God, and estab-

lish righteousness, and do the will of

heaven. If they had not done these

things, they themselves would have been

corrupted, and their children after them,

they would have suffered the evil to over-

come the good, and suffered Satan to tri-

umph over God, and to bear rule, and

have dominion, and corrupt the whole

of the human family. There are thou-

sands of such things as these that men

form wrong ideas about, and wrong judg-

ments; whereas, if they only understood

the mind of God, and correct princi-

ples, they would come to other conclu-

sions, and say—"God acts with wisdom

and prudence, and righteously, in all His

dealings with the human family."

It is necessary that men should pos-

sess the Spirit of God before they can

know the things of God: hence the

great difficulty that the servants of

God have had to labor under, in dif-

ferent ages of the world, in the propa-

gation of the truth, is, what would be

right in the eyes of God would seem

wrong to the understanding of mankind;

hence His servants have been perse-

cuted, afflicted, tried, driven, hunted,

put to death, and endured every kind of

torment and affliction that the ingenu-

ity of wicked men, and the hellish malice

of demons could contrive, and all this for

the lack of understanding and of love for

the principles of truth. It has been dif-

ficult in every age of the world for the

servants of God to accomplish His pur-

poses upon the earth. It has been diffi-

cult for those who have professed to be

Saints of God, in every age, to do His

will faithfully without being molested,

such has been the influence of the pow-

ers of darkness, the weakness of man's

intellect, and the lack of knowledge in

the things of God. Because of this, it

has been a difficult matter for those who

have professed godliness, to discriminate

between right and wrong; they would

feel inclined to do right, but as it was

with Paul on certain occasions, when he

would do good, evil was present with

him. I expect he ought to have over-

come it, and I expect we ought likewise;

but such is the case, we cannot look any-

where but we can see the weakness and

infirmity of human nature.

We can sit down and reason calmly

and dispassionately upon this matter,

guided by the Spirit of God, and re-

flect back to the time of Enoch, and

read some of the revelations given to

that people, and look at the struggles

and trials they had to pass through;

then look also at the length of time

that elapsed, after he had gathered

His people from the corrupt world, be-

fore they were prepared to be caught

up into the heavens; for Enoch was
translated, and the city with him, and the

Saints, its inhabitants, those who believed in

him as a Prophet of God, and worked righ-

teousness.

Look again at the time that Noah

came from the ark, after he and his

household were saved from the flood

that drowned the world; they were


