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thrones cast down, and empires de-

stroyed; when nation shall rush madly

upon nation, and human blood shall flow

as rivers of water? What would we do in

such circumstances? Some people have

thought we were in a dreadful condition,

when the Indian difficulties were among

us in these mountains; and our distant

neighbors have been surprised how we

have existed; but what would you think

if you were in some of the European na-

tions at the present time? Suppose you

were one of the kings of those nations,

or one of the counselors, and some of the

largest nations should undertake to com-

mand you to supply a number of men to

help fight their battles, and you would

say, "We wish to remain neutral;" the

reply would be, "But we will make you

fight, and if you do not do it we will ex-

terminate you, to begin with." Suppose

you were in a position like that. I think

we are no worse off in these mountains,

than the world are. We may be in some

circumstances, but in many other re-

spects we are much better off than they. I

think our youngmen, for instance, would

think it very hard if they were obliged to

spend from three to five years in soldier-

ing in times of peace, which they have

to do in many of the nations of Europe,

or bring a substitute to go in their place.

I think sometimes we might be a great

deal worse off than we are; and I think it

is necessary men should be tried in order

that they may be proved, and that they

may know themselves; and that some

should be destroyed, as they have been

on this continent, or on the other; it is all

in the wise providence of God; life and

death are of little moment to Him. It

is a matter of great importance to know

the truth, and obey it, to have the privi-

lege of learning, at the mouths of the ser-

vants of God, His will, and then to have

the privilege of doing it unmolested, no

matter what it is, whether to live or

die, or whatever course we may have to

pursue. I think it is a great privilege for

us to be associated with the kingdom of

God. I esteem it so myself, and I feel

to bless God my heavenly Father, all the

day long, that He has countedme worthy

to obtain the Priesthood, and to be as-

sociated with His servants, who are the

most honorable, pure, and philanthropic

men upon the earth; and I feel to bless

and praise my heavenly Father all the

day long; my heart is full of praise, and

I rejoice exceedingly that I have been

counted worthy to be associated with His

people and kingdom.

Should we not all feel alike in this?

We all profess to be full of love for, and

manifest a great amount of confidence

in, the Holy Priesthood. It reminds me

of some of the missionaries among the

churches of the day; they always have

a great deal of faith about the spiritual

welfare of the people, but they never had

faith enough to trust their time and their

friends in the hands of God, while they

were engaged in His work; but there

must be missionary boxes to swallow up

the money put into them, and if they

go abroad, they must be well supplied

with money, but they call upon the peo-

ple to trust them for their spiritual wel-

fare, while they cannot trust God for

a piece of Johnny cake. I think we

are very like them sometimes; we have

a good supply of faith, we can speak

and sing in tongues, and some of us

have the gift of prophecy, and are full

of religion and zeal. We pray fervently

for the President, and for the Twelve,

and for the rolling forth of God's king-

dom, and we seem all alive in it in this

way; but what about our temporal inter-

ests? "O, I do not know so much about

them, I think we are the best judges in

these matters, but in spiritual matters

I do not meddle as a judge, they are in

the hands of the Lord's servants, and I


