
may be an addition made. If persons can 
receive a little, it proves they may receive 
more. If they can receive the first and sec-
ond principles with an upright feeling, 
they may receive still more, and the words 
of the Prophet be fulfilled. He, seeing and 
understanding the mind of man, and the 
operations of the different spirits that have 
gone abroad into the world, and knowing 
the ways of the Lord, and the vision of his 
mind being opened to those things we call 
mysteries, said—“Whom shall he teach 
knowledge? And whom shall he make to 
understand doctrine? Them that are weaned 
from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 
For precept must be upon precept, precept 
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little.” That is, He 
gives a little to His humble followers today, 
and if they improve upon it, tomorrow He 
will give them a little more, and the next day 
a little more. He does not add to that which 
they do not improve upon, but they are 
required to continually improve upon the 
knowledge they already possess, and thus 
obtain a store of wisdom. It is plain, then, 
that we may receive the truth, and know, 
through every portion of the soul, that the 
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation, 
that it is the way to life eternal; still there 
may be added to this, more power, wisdom, 
knowledge, and understanding. The Apos-
tle does not say, grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of the truth, as Jesus did; no, but 
it reads, “Grow in grace, and in the knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” 
which implies a growing in strength, wis-
dom, and understanding, as he did.

It is the privilege of all Saints to grow 
and increase in understanding, and to 
spread abroad. If they receive a little,  
it is their privilege to improve upon  
that little, and so receive more, until  
they become perfect  in the Lord

—knowing and understanding perfectly 
His ways. Then the manifestations of His 
providence among the children of men 
cease to be a mystery to them. Kingdoms 
and thrones, princes and potentates, with 
all their earthly splendor, may be hurled to 
the dust, and revolution upon revolution 
may spread scenes of affliction and blood 
among the inhabitants of the earth, yet 
their eyes are open to see the handiwork 
of the Lord in all this. They realize that 
He is capable of endowing His ministers 
and servants on the earth with the same 
power as He possesses in Himself, that He 
scrutinizes every particle of His work, and 
that not a hair of their heads can fall to the 
ground without His notice.

I bear my testimony that the Gospel 
you have embraced is the way of life and 
salvation to every one that believes it, and 
then obeys it with an honest intent. The 
inquiry may arise in the minds of some, 
as to how far they shall obey it. Every son 
and daughter of God is expected to obey 
with a willing heart every word which the 
Lord has spoken, and which He will in the 
future speak to us. It is expected that we 
hearken to the revelations of His will, and 
adhere to them, cleave to them with all 
our might; for this is salvation, and any-
thing short of this clips the salvation and 
the glory of the Saints. Consequently, we 
are here today, engaged in the administra-
tion of the ordinance of the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. How does it appear to 
you, and what are your sensations, when 
the servants of the Lord present to you 
the emblems of His body? Do you believe 
you receive life? Do you realize that you 
receive any benefit? Do you feel that you 
will receive fresh strength, or additional 
knowledge, through this holy ordinance? 
Or, do you do it because others do it? 
Do you partake of these tokens of the
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