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fied the result of the manifestations of

the spirits (wicked spirits) will be to com-

bine their forces in as systematic an or-

der as they are capable of, to successfully

resist the Priesthood upon the earth.

I am aware that even some of the

Latter-day Saints are slow to believe in

relation to the power of Lucifer, the son

of the morning, who was thrust from the

heavens to the earth; and they have been

slow to believe in relation to the spirits

that are associated with him; but from

the first revelations of the Almighty to

brother Joseph Smith, not only revela-

tions in relation to the deep things of the

kingdom of God, and the high things of

heaven, and the depths of hell, but rev-

elations showing him the power of Lu-

cifer, the opposite to good, that he might

be aware of the strength of his opponent,

and the opponent of the Almighty—I say,

from perusing these revelations, I have

always been specially impressed with

the doctrine relating to the power of Sa-

tan, as well as with the doctrines relat-

ing to the power of God.

I have always felt that no Saint fully

comprehends the power of Satan as well

as God's Prophet; and again I have

thought that no Saint could fully un-

derstand the power of God unless he

learn the opposite. I am not myself ac-

quainted with any happiness that I have

not learned the opposite of. You may

perhaps enjoy a great deal, the oppo-

site of which you know nothing of, you

may be constituted different to me, your

feelings may be different, you may have

learned to enjoy without first experienc-

ing the opposite; but I may say with

safety, nearly all the blessings I enjoy

and highly prize are most appreciated

after I have learned their opposite; and

I am of opinion that all Saints sooner

or later will have to learn the opposite

to good, they will have to partake of

the bitter in order to properly appre-

ciate the sweet, they will have to be im-

pressed with pain that they may appre-

ciate pleasure.

In relation to spirits, for it seems to be

the subject introduced today, I have this

idea, that the Lord our God absolutely

gave Lucifer a mission to this earth; I

will call it a mission. You may think

it strange that I believe so good a be-

ing as our Father in heaven would ac-

tually send such an odd missionary as

Lucifer. You may call him a mission-

ary, or anything else you please, but

we learn he was thrust out of heaven,

the place where the Lord dwells, to this

earth; and his mission, and the mission

of his associates who were thrust down

with him, and of those whom he is suc-

cessful in turning away from God's chil-

dren who have tabernacles, is to con-

tinue to oppose the Almighty, scatter His

Church, wage war against His kingdom,

and change as far as possible His gov-

ernment on the earth. He could take

the Savior upon the pinnacle of the tem-

ple, and show him the kingdoms of this

world, and could perform many wonder-

ful works in the days of Jesus. When the

Priesthood of God is upon the earth, then

the priesthood of the devil may be seen

operating, for he has got one. When the

kingdom of God is on the earth, you may

expect to see a special display or mani-

festation of the opposite to the Gospel of

the kingdom, or of the Priesthood of God.

If you read the Book of Mormon, the

Bible, and the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, you read about the power of

Satan upon the earth—the manifesta-

tion of wicked spirits. When was this

special power of Satan more particularly

mademanifest? It has always been when

the power of the holy Priesthood and the

kingdom of God were upon the earth. In

the days of Moses, in the days of the

Patriarchs, in the days of the Prophets,

and in the days of Jesus and his


