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Apostles, and while his Church re-

mained upon the earth, the opposite of

the principles of heaven were specially

made manifest, causing a lull in the pub-

lic mind. The world is more or less con-

trolled all the time by influences that

Lucifer evidently is not opposed to; he

has little objection to the present orga-

nization of human society, from the fact

that everything passes along in the wake

that agrees with his religion, and rather

tends to forward his purposes.

Now some suppose if they can see a

miracle, as they call it, that is, something

beyond that which is ordinary with man,

they are bound to believe; but I am of

opinion that Lucifer and his associates

can show as many miracles as the peo-

ple desire to see; they can show as many

as were exhibited in Egypt in the days

of king Pharaoh. I believe Lucifer has

just as much power to make lice now as

ever he had, he has just as much ability

to display his power in making a serpent

to oppose a Moses as ever. Has he lost

his power during the last two, three, or

four thousand years? We do not believe

he has. If, then, he possesses the same

power as he once did, why is he not able

in this dispensation to make manifesta-

tions corresponding to those in previous

ones?

I wish to come down to our own

day, for you know I am fond of rooting,

grubbing, building, fencing, and doing

the things needed right here at home.

Let us then confine our remarks to this

dispensation, when the Prophet Joseph

Smith was visited by an holy angel, clad

in robes of light, who authorized him

to sound the trump of the Gospel of

peace, and receive the sacred records

from the earth, and the Urim and Thum-

mim, and who laid hands upon him and

gave him the Holy Ghost, and autho-

rized him to baptize for the remission

of sins, and organize the kingdom of

God on the earth. What do we see at

this time? We see the manifestations of

the power of Satan immediately after the

revelations of the angel to Joseph. For

instance, there were spirit mediums in

Kirtland, when the Church was first or-

ganized there by brother Parley P. Pratt

and others; but when Joseph went with

the Priesthood, the devil had to leave,

for he had learned the power of Lucifer;

and Joseph organized the Church, estab-

lished the Priesthood, and set everything

right.

I might go on with a long routine

of manifestations of the power of God,

and of the power of the devil; but you

who have come from the old country,

and some of the first Elders that went

over there—Presidents Young, Kimball,

Hyde, and others, recollect manifesta-

tions of the spirits of the devil in that

land. They attacked those brethren by

hundreds and by thousands, and the

spirits were actually visible. If you could

call up brother Willard Snow and con-

verse with him, I have no doubt that he

would tell you he was attacked by them,

and they overcame his body.

I am not surprised to see these mani-

festations increased upon the earth; but

where is the anchor to the faith of the

Saints? Where is the surety of the Saints

against these manifestations? Inasmuch

as the world would not listen to the

Prophet Joseph, and receive the word of

God through him, I look for the Lord to

fulfil His word, and send them strong

delusion, inasmuch as they believe not

the truth, and will permit them now to

believe a lie, that all who have pleasure

in unrighteousness may be damned. I

anticipate seeing strong delusion among

the wicked in the day in which we live,

but where is the anchor for the faith of

the Saints? I will tell you where mine is.

When Joseph Smith was alive, his


