
Smith, and has been handed down to his 
successors.

I do not care how many devils rap, it is 
no trouble to me. I say, rap away, and give 
as many revelations as you please, whether 
you are good spirits or bad ones, it does 
not trouble my cranium. Rap away, for I 
trust in the anchor of my soul that is sure 
and steadfast, in the Priesthood of God 
upon the earth.

What would a man of God say, who 
felt aright, when Joseph asked him for his 
money? He would say, “Yes, and I wish I 
had more to help to build up the kingdom 
of God.” Or if he came and said, “I want 
your wife?” “O yes,” he would say, “here 
she is, there are plenty more.”

There is another main thread connected 
with this, that I have not brought out. You 
know in fishing with the hook and line, if 
you draw out suddenly on the line when you 
have got a large trout, you may break your 
line; you must therefore angle a little, and 
manage your prize carefully. I would ask you 
if Jehovah has not in all ages tried His people 
by the power of Lucifer and his  associates; 
and on the other hand, has He not tried 
them and proved them by His Prophets? 
Did the Lord actually want  Abraham to kill 
Isaac? Did the Prophet Joseph want every 
man’s wife he asked for? He did not, but in 
that thing was the grand thread of the Priest-
hood developed. The grand object in view 
was to try the people of God, to see what 
was in them. If such a man of God should 
come to me and say, “I want your gold and 
silver, or your wives,” I should say, “Here 
they are, I wish I had more to give you, take 
all I have got.” A man who has got the Spirit 
of God, and the light of eternity in him, has 
no trouble about such matters.

I am talking now of the present  
day .  There  was  a  t ime when we  
could be tried pretty severely upon

these points, but I now could pick you out 
hundreds of men that cannot be tried in 
this way, but they will hand over every-
thing they possess. They understand the 
nature of such doctrines, and the object 
of such requirements. They know it is to 
prove the people, both men and women, 
and to develop what they will do. How 
can the Priesthood judge the people, if it 
does not prove them?

If ever you are brought into the presence 
of God, and exalted to a seat in His  celestial 
kingdom, it will be by virtue of the Holy 
Priesthood, therefore you have got to be 
proved, not only by being tempted by the 
devil, but the Priesthood will try you—it 
will try you to the core. If one thing won’t 
try you, something else will be adopted,  until 
you are like the passive clay in the hands of 
the Potter. If the Lord our God does not see 
fit to let the devil loose upon you, and mob 
you, He will employ some other means to 
try you as in a crucible, to prove you as gold 
is tried seven times in the furnace.

The world philosophizes about the 
“ Mormons,” about their leaders, and the 
life they are living. There are a thousand 
conjectures among them in relation to the 
“Mormons.” The grand secret is told in a 
few words; the fact is, the Almighty God has 
spoken from the heavens, sent heavenly mes-
sengers, and organized His Church, restored 
the Holy Priesthood, established His govern-
ment on the earth, and exerted his power to 
extend it, and send forth His word. And that 
Priesthood understands the principles and 
motives by which men are actuated, and it 
understands the workings of the devil on the 
earth; that Priesthood knows how to govern, 
when to strike, and when not to strike.

Some things in this Church start up  
at times, that you would think the  
whole Church would be rent asunder,  
like the clans of Scotland. Clanism,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES14

JOD Vol 2-LIVE.indd   14JOD Vol 2-LIVE.indd   14 5/13/20   8:44 PM5/13/20   8:44 PM


