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but I had to leave Missouri, after being

at the trouble and expense of conveying

my goods there, and preparing for liv-

ing; I left all behind and went to Illinois.

Well, the revelation was that several of

the brethren must start on missions to

foreign lands, and we fulfilled it in the

midst of poverty. This is a proof that the

hand of God is able to sustain His people,

and he will continue to provide for them.

If we do His will, He will take care of

us as a people, and as individuals. One

proof of this, is in my own life and expe-

rience. When I left my family to start for

England, I was not able to walk one mile,

I was not able to lift a small trunk, which

I took with me, into the wagon. I left my

wife and my six children without a sec-

ond suit to their backs, for we had left

all our property in possession of the mob.

Every one of my family were sick, and

my then youngest child, who has spoken

before you today, was but ten days old at

the time I left for England. Joseph said,

"If you will go, I promise you, that your

family shall live, and you shall live, and

you shall know that the hand of God is in

calling you to go and preach the Gospel of

life and salvation to a perishing world."

He said all he could say to comfort and

encourage the brethren. This was our

situation, and I say, with regard to the

remainder of the Twelve, they had all

been driven like myself, and we were a

band of brethren about equal. My family

lived. When I left them they had not pro-

visions to last them ten days, and not one

soul of them was able to go to the well

for a pail of water. I had lain for weeks,

myself, in the house, watching from day

to day for some person to pass the door,

whom I could get to bring us in a pail of

water. In this condition I left my fam-

ily, and went to preach the Gospel. As

for being cast down, or at all discour-

aged, or even such thoughts entering in

my heart as, "I will provide for my fam-

ily, and let the world perish," these feel-

ings and thoughts never once occurred

to me; if I had known that every one of

them would have been in the grave when

I returned, it would not have divertedme

from my mission one hour. When I was

ready to start, I went and left my family

in the hands of the Lord, and with the

brethren.

I returned again in two years, and

found that I had spent hundreds of dol-

lars, which I had accumulated on my

mission, to help the brethren to emigrate

to Nauvoo, and had but one sovereign

left. I said I would buy a barrel of flour

with that, and sit down and eat it with

my wife and children, and I determined

I would not ask anybody for work, un-

til I had eaten it all up. Brother Joseph

asked me how I intended to live. I said, "I

will go to work and get a living." I tarried

in Nauvoo from the year 1841 to 1846,

the year we left. In that time I had ac-

cumulated much property, for the Lord

multiplied everything in my hands, and

blessed all my undertakings. But I never

ceased to preach; and traveled every sea-

son, both in the winter, and in the sum-

mer. I was at home occasionally, and the

Lord fed and clothed me. It has never

entered into my heart, from the first day

I was called to preach the Gospel to this

day, when the Lord said, "Go and leave

your family," to offer the least objection.

It has never entered into my heart to vio-

late my covenants, to be an enemy to my

neighbor, to deceive, to lie, or to take to

myself that which was not my own. The

youth around me, in their addresses this

day, have eulogized the life and ability of

brother Brigham; I want you not only to

do as I have done, but a great deal better.

I am trying to encourage you to

do good, and not evil, that the Lord

Almighty may take care of you, sustain


