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you, and give you power and influence,

which He will do, if you serve Him with

an undivided heart, but if you do not, He

will chastise you. Remember it.

When I left Nauvoo, I again left all I

had, and was under the necessity of bor-

rowing a span of horses from this man,

a yoke of cattle from that, and a wagon

from the other; and after gathering up

what little moveable property I could in

this way, I left the country. I had accu-

mulated thousands of dollars' worth of

property, and had to leave it in the hands

of the mob, and, said I, "Eat it up, de-

stroy it, or burn it down, as quick as you

please, for 'the earth is the Lord's and

the fulness thereof.'"

How did I obtain all this property?

The Lord gave it to me; He has done

what has been done. And if the youth

will turn their hearts and affections to

the Lord their God, they will be prepared

to enter into the glory we are contending

for, they will be prepared to redeem Zion.

These young brethren and sisters will be

prepared to return to Zion, bear off the

Priesthood triumphantly, and build up

the kingdom of God among the nations of

the earth far better than we their fathers

and mothers have, though we have done

the best we could. Be full of integrity and

love for all people, let hope abound in

you, be filled with truth and virtue, and

never allow yourselves to do a thing you

would be ashamed to do in the presence

of the Lord Almighty, or that you would

be ashamed of were He to stand in your

path, and call you to an account. That is

the way to live, and it is the only way for

a "Mormon" Elder to live, or for a "Mor-

mon" mother, or daughter, or sister, in or-

der to obtain what they wish to obtain. It

is the only path you can possibly walk in

to secure that which you desire. There

are men who will tell you many things

in your houses, and will try to pervert

the truth, and the simple principles of

the Holy Gospel, but you must remem-

ber that it is a holy life before God which

gives you influence with Him.

Look, and see the past course of

brother Brigham; he is not any different

today from what he ever was. Knowing

that the Lord wishes him to do a certain

work, he is willing to do it. This has al-

ways been his character. You have seen

me rise up here in my authority, when

necessary, and I have had to be like a lion

among the people. But who can point out

a single act that has not been full of kind-

ness to this people, collectively and indi-

vidually? Though sometimes I have to

roar to them; and why? Because some-

times they are foolish. This was exhib-

ited here today, and also on the fourth

of July. I saw scores of men who had

no more sense than to crowd upon the

women and children, at the risk of crush-

ing them to death. When I see such con-

duct, I feel like a lion in the cause of the

oppressed; and when the dogs and the

wolves undertake to make this people a

prey, they may expect that somebody is

ready to roar, and contend for them.

Do you wish to know how men of

God feel under such circumstances? I

will tell you. If an enemy is crawling

round this people, trying to make in-

roads to destroy them, they can pick up

men as fast as they come to them, and

throw them out of their way; they can

conquer and destroy army after army;

and in their feelings a thousand or ten

thousand are no more to them than so

many grasshoppers. It is the strength

of the Almighty God that is in them.

Keep His commandments, if you would

have strength in the day you need it;

and when you do not need it, be passive,

like children in their mother's lap, and

be always ready and willing to extend

the hand of charity and benevolence,

and do all the good that is needed to


