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be done, and you will thereby be able to

resist the evil.

I had to go out to the door, when the

people were crowding each other down,

and talk as if I would swallow them up.

What for? To injure them? No. Did I tell

you to rush on and tread down women

and children? No. Have I ever told you to

take advantage of the weak and defense-

less, or in any way oppress the innocent?

No, never; and if you do, I shall handle

you; and if you get into my way, you will

be no more to me than a child's toy.

I am consuming much time, and I

wish to dismiss the meeting. But I will

state that if children could know the feel-

ings of their parents, when they do good

or evil, it would have a salutary influence

upon their lives; but no child can pos-

sibly know this, until it becomes a par-

ent. I am compassionate therefore to-

wards children. Parents, will you have

a little wisdom, and learn to bring up

your children under a proper influence,

and under proper teaching? Mothers, re-

member that when your husbands are

engaged in the service of the Church,

and are all the time occupied in the du-

ties of the Priesthood, so that they have

not time to instruct their children, the

duty devolves upon you. Then bring your

children up in the ways of truth, and be

to them both a father and mother, un-

til they are old enough to perform du-

ties by the side, and under the imme-

diate eye of their father. I like to see

mothers bring their children to meeting,

as soon as they can be brought with-

out injuring them, and when they can

tell what they want, and call for water

when they are faint. As soon as they are

old enough to receive instructions, bring

them here to be taught; and when you

go home with them, do not put strong

drinks, or tea, or coffee to their lips.

I have actually seen women whip their

children to make them drink spirits;

such mothers do not know what is actu-

ally necessary they should know. Chil-

dren should have milk, bread, water,

and potatoes; and everything that would

lay the foundation for disease should be

strenuously kept from their stomachs,

that no appetites may be formed for per-

nicious substances, which, when formed,

cannot be overcome easily, if at all. The

course mothers generally take in the

world with their children, produces an

appetite in the child that almost invari-

ably leads to excess. There are scores in

our midst who were begotten in a vault

of liquor, and were enveloped in it till the

day of their birth. They have come forth

from it, and have a longing desire to still

swim in it unto the day of their death. I

wish you to understand this, sisters; and

when you become mothers, know how to

train up your children better than the

past generations have been brought up.

Brethren and sisters, may the Lord

bless you all. If I had time to answer my

feelings here today, I should enjoy more

freedom in my remarks. Brother George

A. Smith has given you the music, and

I wished to point out the way in which

you ought to walk. Take him for the mu-

sic, and my words for the counsel; all he

said was right, and I want you to observe

what he told you; and what more you

should do, we will tell you in season.


