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ledge, wisdom, and power, just so fast as the
Lord finds that He has a people ready, willing,
and capable of receiving, and bearing it off. If
we would hasten the time for the coming of
the Son of Man with power and great glory,
we must increase our diligence, hasten our-
selves in the attainment of every perfection,
and by our purity and excellence bring unto
ourselves Heaven’s excellence and purity.

My friends, this is a day of rejoicing with
the Saints, and here in this sacred place of
worship, we mingle together, the old and
the young, in offering to our God, praise
and thanksgiving for His kind mercies and
blessings. As we mingle in our amusements
and rejoicings, and participate together in
our celebration of this day, and the realiza-
tion of our dependence upon Him who has
wrought out our salvation, and brought us
to an inheritance in this goodly land, amid
scenes of joy and prosperity, it is always
well to remember and acknowledge the
kind hand of Providence, from whom we
receive every good and perfect gift.

How can we well express the overflowing
gratitude of our hearts to the Giver of all
good, for what we this day behold? Thou-
sands of children in a single city, of less than
seven years growth, convened under their
respective banners, each bearing a motto ex-
pressive of their views and sentiments, inten-
tion and designs; each bosom swelling with
pride and gratitude, that they too are the
children of the Kingdom, unto whom per-
tain the promises of God concerning Israel.

My young friends, how shall we recip-
rocate? What shall we do to advance the
glorious cause of truth, make ourselves
useful, and fulfil the measure of our cre-
ation upon the earth? I answer, it is for us
to be obedient, hearken unto the coun-
sel of our parents and leaders, to keep
the commandments of God. It is to qual-
ify ourselves to follow some useful oc-
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cupation, to be industrious in acquiring
knowledge, and not spend our time in use-
less visiting, and lounging about in idleness.
It is to have every moment devoted to some
useful employment, to serve God, and
walk humbly before Him, blameless in all
of His ordinances, be true to God and His
servants, follow in the dictates of wisdom
and experience, be patient and courteous
toward each other, be persevering, virtuous,
honest, and faithful—in short, be good,
faithful Saints of the Most High God.

If we do this, we shall always enjoy
the blessings of a good conscience, void
of offense toward God and man. Let our
aim be for God, and an exaltation in His
Kingdom, keeping our minds constantly
directed to the attainment of this object;
and no matter what may befall us here
below, we shall be safe in the arms of our
blessed Redeemer, who said, “Suffer little
children to come unto me, and forbid them
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Does our Father in heaven view us with
approbation this day? Let us look to it,
each one of us, that we do nothing either
in thought, word, or deed, neither this, nor
any other day, but that He can look down
upon us with approbation. Let not folly
nor wickedness be committed in Israel, lest
we be called upon to put away the work-
ers of iniquity from our midst, and thus
cleanse Israel from sin and guilt.

Young men and youths, just rising to
take a part in the affairs of men, if you fol-
low in the precepts of wisdom, and abide
in the counsel of truth, you shall have
strength according to your day, and the
mountain torrent shall not be more fierce
to encounter than you, when the enemy
shall again marshal his hosts for battle;
the mountain roe shall not be swifter, nor
more agile in its flight, than you in scaling
the mountain height, or leaping the
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