
though we have just about as much right 
to, as they have about ours. The argument 
is opportune; I could not wish for better 
illustration for the subject under consid-
eration, than the already muddy and be-
clouded brains which some of the present 
Congress exemplified upon this very sub-
ject. One might suppose that the spirit at 
least of the 3,000 clergymen upon the Ne-
braska and Kansas Bill, had found its way 
into their minds, and left its impression 
with them. What other item of religious 
faith they will next seek to interfere with, 
is left for time to determine; but I should 
expect, that women would be prohibited 
from marrying, or Shakerism abolished.

Excuse me, my friends, for alluding to 
such a subject, upon an occasion like this, 
but the absurdity of undertaking to legis-
late upon the morality of our social rela-
tions and religious institutions, impercep-
tibly led me to make a comment upon it.

If it is an indication of a righteous feel-
ing among them, there may be some small 
hopes of them yet; but it “smacks rather 
too much of the sulfur to be genuine,” 
as the parrot said when the devil taught 
him prayers. I hope you will accept of my 
 apology, and I will refrain.

Our Pilgrim Fathers, when they  
landed on Plymouth Rock, constituted 
a small band, ‘tis true; yet by uniting 
rich resources with energy and deter- 
mined perseverance, witness what it

amounted to—New England’s rocks and 
hills were peopled; large cities sprung 
into existence, and she sends her sons and 
daughters too into every State; they are 
the first upon the confines of civilization, 
exploring the deep forest and widespread 
prairie, stemming Missouri’s flood, and 
traversing ocean’s wide domain. The sons 
of the Pilgrim Fathers are everywhere; here 
today are congregated thousands of them, 
who feel the same spirit of freedom which 
emulated them to flee from under the op-
pressor’s rod, and beyond the tyrant’s 
grasp.

Our Pioneers, unlike our Revolution-
ary Fathers, did not dissolve their political 
ties, but more than our Pilgrim Fathers, 
fled from persecution, and planted their 
standard like them, free to all to flee unto. 
Here we hope to preserve American free-
dom, to ourselves and others, although it 
was not preserved to us in the land of our 
nativity. Here we hope to be prospered 
and increased in knowledge, wisdom, and 
power; enabled to preserve our rights, and 
our liberties, as did our  Revolutionary 
 Fathers, when oppression became too 
onerous, and tyranny ranked too high.

But I forbear. Let us do our duty to 
ourselves, our country, and our God; be 
vigilant in the preservation of virtue and 
truth; and leave the event with the God 
of  Nations, who shutteth and no man can 
open, and opens and no man can shut.
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