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head; his house still remaining in the

possession of his enemies, so that no one

had the privilege of purifying it, if they

had the disposition, and otherwise the

power, to do it; and the occupants thereof

were professors in name, but hypocrites

and apostates, from whom no good thing

can be expected.

Soon after the ascension of Jesus,

through mobocracy, martyrdom, and

apostasy, the Church of Christ became

extinct from the earth, the Man Child—

the Holy Priesthood, was received up

into heaven from whence it came, and

we hear no more of it on the earth, until

the Angels restored it to Joseph Smith,

by whose ministry the Church of Je-

sus Christ was restored, reorganized on

earth, twenty-three years ago this day,

with the title of "Latter-day Saints," to

distinguish them from the Former-day

Saints.

Soon after, the Church, through

our beloved Prophet Joseph, was com-

manded to build a Temple to the Most

High, in Kirtland, Ohio, and this was

the next House of the Lord we hear of

on the earth, since the days of Solomon's

Temple. Joseph not only received revela-

tion and commandment to build a Tem-

ple, but he received a pattern also, as did

Moses for the Tabernacle, and Solomon

for his Temple; for without a pattern, he

could not know what was wanting, hav-

ing never seen one, and not having expe-

rienced its use.

Without revelation, Joseph could not

know what was wanting, any more

than any other man, and, without com-

mandment, the Church were too few

in numbers, too weak in faith and

too poor in purse, to attempt such

a mighty enterprise. But by means

of all these stimulants, a mere hand-

ful of men, living on air, and a lit-

tle hominy and milk, and often salt or

no salt when milk could not be had;

the great Prophet Joseph, in the stone

quarry, quarrying rock with his own

hands; and the few then in the Church,

following his example of obedience and

diligence wherever most needed; with la-

borers on the walls, holding the sword

in one hand to protect themselves from

the mob, while they placed the stone

and moved the trowel with the other, the

Kirtland Temple—the second House of

the Lord, that we have any published

record of on the earth, was so far com-

pleted as to be dedicated. And those first

Elders who helped to build it, received a

portion of their first endowments, or we

might say more clearly, some of the first,

or introductory, or initiatory ordinances,

preparatory to an endowment.

The preparatory ordinances there ad-

ministered, though accompanied by the

ministration of angels, and the presence

of the Lord Jesus, were but a faint simili-

tude of the ordinances of the House of the

Lord in their fulness; yet many, through

the instigation of the devil, thought they

had received all, and knew as much as

God; they have apostatized, and gone to

hell. But be assured, brethren, there

are but few, very few of the Elders of Is-

rael, now on earth, who know the mean-

ing of the word endowment. To know,

they must experience; and to experience,

a Temple must be built.

Let me give you the definition in

brief. Your endowment is, to receive all

those ordinances in the House of the

Lord, which are necessary for you, af-

ter you have departed this life, to enable

you to walk back to the presence of the

Father, passing the angels who stand as

sentinels, being enabled to give them the

key words, the signs and tokens, pertain-

ing to the Holy Priesthood, and gain your

eternal exaltation in spite of earth and

hell.

Who has received and understands

such an endowment, in this assem-

bly? You need not answer. Your

voices would be few and far between,

yet the keys to these endowments are

among you, and thousands have received


